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Organization  of  the 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^1940-1941 

Hector  M.  LeClair,  Chairman,  Lebanon  Hill    1941 

Charles  E.  Hart,  57  Newell  Avenue    194g 

Arthur  H.  Gaumond,  45  South  Street    1942 

Joseph  S.  Normandin,  14  Dresser  Street    194^ 

Ernest  Boyer,  415  Hamilton  Street    1941 

Nestor  L.  Pontbriand,  12  Cohasse  Street  . ,   1941 

SUPERINTENDENT  OiP  SCHOOLS 

Channing  H.  Greene  Residence  35  Orchard  Street 

Office :  High  School  Building,  Tel.  365 
The  Superintendent's  office  is  open  on  school  days 
from  8:00  to  11:30  A.  M.  and  1:30  to  5:00  P.  M.;  Satur- 
days: 9:00  to  11:30  A.  M. ;  Monday  and  Wednesday  eve- 
nings: 7:00  to  7:30  P.  M. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  CLERK 
Leona  Lavoie,  Overland  Street    Tel.  1998-W 

SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  William  Langevin,  18  Hamilton  Street  . .  Tel.  984-W 
Dr.  Adah  B.  Eccleston,  62  Elm  Street  Tel.  32 

SCHOOL  NURSE 
Winifred  V.  King,  91  Elm  Street  Tel.  1340-W 

SUPERVISOR  OF  ATTENDANCE 
Emery  Lavallee,  126  Litchfield  Avenue  Tel.  89S 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR— 1941 


Winter  term,  seven  weeks  .  . . 
Spring  term,  seven  weeks  .  . 
Summfer  term,  eight  weeks  . 
Fall  term,  fifteen  weeks  .  . .  . 


.  .  January  2-February  21 

 March  3-April  18 

 April  28-June  M 

September  9-December  19 
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NO-SCHOOL  SIGNALS 

2-2-2  on  fire  alarm  at  7:45  A,  M.  no  morning:  session  for 
all  grades.  The  street  lights  will  be  on  for  5  min- 
utes beginning  at  7:45  A.  M.  also  to  indicate  no 
morning  session  for  all  grades. 

2-2-2  on  fire  alarm  at  12:30  P.  M.  no  afternoon  session 
for  all  grades.  The  street  lights  will  be  on  for  5 
minutes  beginning  at  12:30  P.  M.  also  to  indicate 
no  afternoon  session  for  all  grades. 

Even  if  there  has  been  no  morning  session,  there 
Will  be  an  afternoon  session  unless  signals  are  given. 

The  street  light  signals  are  provided  through  the 
Courtesy  of  the  Worcester  County  Electric  Company. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge: 

The  School  Committee  herewith  submits  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  finances  of  the  School  Department 
of  the  Town  for  the  year  closing  December  31,  1940: 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

In  brief: 

Total  expenditures    $202,478.06 

Total  receipts  returned  to  . 

Town  Treasurer    52,848.07 

Net  Cost  to  the  Town   149,629.9S> 


In  detail: 

Receipts  to  School  Department: 

Appropriation   187,444.00 

Smith-Hughes  Fund,  U.  S. 

Government    3,240.19 

George-Deen  Fund  13,163.54 

Bal.— Dec.  31,  1940  1,532.56  11,630.98 

Registration    Fees    and  Re- 
fund   208.34 

Total  Funds  Afvailable  202,523.5.|l 


Expenditures : 

General  Control    6,604^5 

AUXILLA.RY  AGENCIES: 

Transportation    6,855.61 

Tuition  to  Other  Schools   113.48 

Total— Auxiliary  Agencies   6,969.0f 

Amount  forward   
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Amount  Forward  $13,573.34 

HIGH  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    36,243.67 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks   779.26 

Supplies    2,227.92 

Other  expenses    379.28 

Operation  of  plant   7,928.18 

Maintenance  of  plant   1,474.25 

Capital  outlay    1,024.73 

Total— High  School    50,057.29 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS: 

Instruction  salaries    60,559.88 

iistruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    1,441.46 

Supplies    3,067.97 

Other  expenses    195.81 

Operation  of  plant    12,539.10 

Maintenance  of  plant   1,625.40 

Capital  outlay   1,980.42 

Total— Elementary  Schools    81,410.04 


Amount  forward 


145,040.67 
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Amount  Forward  145,040.67 

VOiCATIONAL  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    36,896.84 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    144.34 

'    Supplies    2,988.95 

Other  expenses    233.84 

Operation  of  plant   2,870.62 

Maintenance  of  plant   1,624.07 

Capital  outlay    3,562.45 


Total— Vocational  School    48,321.11 

ELEMENTARY  EVENING  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    569.50 

Instruction  expenses    11.01 

Operation  of  plant    93.50 


Total — Elementary  Even- 
ing School   674.01 

•COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE: 

Salary    347.77 

Total — Compulsory  Attendance  ....  347.77 

MEDICAL  SERVICE: 

Salary    1,193.63 

Total— Medical  Service    1,193.63 


Amount  Forward   195,577.19 
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Amount  Forward  195,577.19^^ 

NURSE  SERVICE: 

Salary   1,440.68 

Other  expenses    241.05 

Total— Nurse  Service    1,681.73 

DOMESTIC  SCIENCE: 

Salaries    3,016.00 

Supplies   151.71 

Maintenance    29.48 

Capital  outlay    8.90 

Total— Domestic  Science    3,206.00- 

CONTINUATION  SCHOOL: 

Supplies    13.77 

Total— Continuation  School    13.77 

HOUSEHOLD  ARTS: 

Supplies    127.95 

Other  instruction  expenses  ....  26.00 

Total— Household  Arts    153.95 

GENERAL  SHOP: 

Supplies    22.15 

Maintenance   38.85 

Total— General  Shop    61,00 

Amount  Forward    200,693.73 


Amount  Forward  200,693.75 

EVENING  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    1,357.20 

Instruction  expenses : 

Supplies    94.15 

Operation  of  plant   332.98 


Total — Evening      V  o  c  a- 

tional  School    1,784.33- 

Total  Expenditures  $202,478.0& 
Balance  on  Hand  December  31,  1940    45.45 

$202,523.51 


RECEIPTS  RETURNED  TO  TOWN  TREASURER. 

Massachusetts  School  Fund   12,628.95 

Vocational  School  (Coop.)  State 

Grant    3,648.81 

Vocational   School    (Day)  State 

Grant    359.49 

Vocational  School — ^(^neral  Voca- 
tional   5,301.84 

Vocational  School  (Evening  State 

Grant   564.61 

Household  Arts— State  Grant  . .  .  1,526.95 

Continuation  School— State  Grant  330.92 

Worcester  Boys'  Evening  Trade 

School  Tuition  —  State  Grant  68.20 

Evening  Distributive  Occupations 

School  State  Grant    28.00 
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C.  C.  C.  Classes— U.  S.  Govern- 
ment   $108.00 

Smith-Hughes,  U.  S.  Government 

Fund   3,240.19 

George-Deen  Fund    13,163.54 

High  School  Tuition    4,586.75 

Elementary  School  Tuition   391.09 

Evening  Vocational  School  Tuition  200.90 

Vocational  School  Tuition   7,765.06 

Bus  Tickets  Sold   9.50 

Cole  Trade  School,  Goods  Sold  .  .  248.20 

Supplies    Sold,    Toll    Calls,  and 

Refund    6.29 

Evening  Trade  School  Registration 

Fees    120.00 

Evening  High  School  Registration 

Fees    83.34 

Total    54,380.63 

George-Deen  Fund  —  Bal- 
ance, Dec.  31,  1940    1,532.56 

I'otal  Receipts  Returned  to 
Town  Treasurer    52,848.07 


As  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee,  it  is  my  duty 
and  privilege  to  present  a  general  picture  of  School  De- 
partment affairs  for  the  fiscal  year  1940. 

This  report  will  group  our  Educational  Offerings  un- 
der three  headings,  namely:  Elementary  Schools,  Mary 
E.  Wells  High  School,  and  Robert  H.  Cole  Trade  School. 
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Elementary  Schools:  Many  favorable  comments 
have  been  received  regarding  the  location,  equipment,  and 
teaching  personnel  of  the  elementary  schools,  as  now 
operating. 

Our  period  of  transition,  from  fourteen  widely  scat- 
tered elementary  schools  to  five  consolidated  ones  is 
practically  at  an  end  and  now  comes  the  task  of  building 
up  courses  of  study,  standardizing  books  and  equipment, 
;so  that  each  child  will  have  an  equal  chance  for  mental 
as  well  as  physical  development. 

The  State  Department  of  Education  has  recently 
recommended  that  every  candidate  for  any  teaching 
position  shall  possess  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Education.  In  this  respect  I  am  very  glad  to  state  that 
the  Southbridge  School  Committee  has  been  ahead  of 
this  State  recommendation,  by  several  years,  and  by  this 
means  has  maintained  and  greatly  improved  upon  the 
standards  previously  used  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 
The  careful  selection  of  teachers,  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  finally  accepted  by  the  School  Committee, 
is  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  which  the  committee 
has  to  perform,  but  results  obtained  in  the  record  of 
High  School  and  Trade  School  graduates,  attest,  in  the 
main,  to  good  instruction  all  along  the  line. 

Mary  E.  Wells  High  School:  This  brings  me  to  a 
word  of  discussion  concerning  the  standards  of  the  Mary 
E.  Wells  High  School.  The  Superintendent  has  dwelt  on 
that  matter  to  considerable  length  in  his  report;  and  I 
want  to  add  that,  through  my  service  of  twenty  years 
as  member  and  chairman  of  the  School  Committee  and^ 
for  many  years  before,  as  a  graduate  and  alumnus 
of  the  school,  I  have  followed  its  graduates  with  the 
keenest  interest,  and  I  know  that  they  have  assumed 
many  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust,  both  here  and 
elsewhere.  There  has  been  no  time,  to  my  knowledge, 
when  our  certified  and  recommended  graduates  have 
failed  in  admission  to  any  of  the  leading  colleges  that  ac- 
cept the  certificate  of  the  New  England  College  Entrance 
Eixamination  Board. 
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Robert  H.  Cole  Trade  School:  Quietly,  efficiently, 
and  positively,  the  Robert  H.  Cole  Trade  School  has  been 
forging  ahead,  as  a  leader  in  its  field,  and  its  service  is 
greater  now  than  at  any  previous  time  in  its  history. 

This  school  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  State  to  es- 
tablish, last  summer,  operations  on  a  twenty-four  hour 
basis,  and  this  has  since  expanded  to  two  additional 
shifts  from  11.00  P.  M.  to  7.00  A.  M.,  at  other  buildings. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Trade  School  to  serve  local  in- 
dustries, first,  and  we  could  not  do  this,  save  for  the 
splendid  co-operation  existing  between  local  Industry  and 
the  School  Department. 

We  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Wells 
family  for  their  constant  interest  and  support  in  this 
increasingly  and  very  important  phase  of  education,  and 
we  are  glad  to  announce  that  a  co-operative  course  is  be- 
ing set  up,  at  the  present  time,  to  work  with  the  Harvey- 
Wells  Radio  Communications,  Inc.,  which  bids  fair  to  be 
an  important  outlet,  in  this  new  field,  for  trained  men 
and  women  of  our  Vocational  Schools. 

The  writer  looks  back  over  the  last  twenty  years 
with  its  progressive  accomplishments  and  feels  that  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  and  that  we  will  con- 
tinue to  keep  abreast  of  the  times. 

With  the  continued  interest  of  the  vast  majority  of 
the  citizen'^,  the  School  Department  will  do  its  best  tO' 
serve  the  children  intrusted  to  its  care. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  organizations  and  individu-^ 
als  who  so  graciously  gave  trees,  etc.  to  beautify  the  land- 
scape around  our  schools.  I  feel  sure  that,  in  a  few  years, 
all  citizens  of  Southbridge  will  be  proud  of  this  public 
spirited  accomplishment. 
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I  also  wish  to  thank  my  fellow  board  members, 
teachers,  and  custodians  for  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  in 
duties  intrusted  to  them. 

Details  of  operation  will  be  supplied  in  reports  which 
follow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HECTOR  M.  LECLAIR, 

Chairman. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Southbridge: 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  herewith  my  fourth  annual 
report,  which  is  the  fifty-sixth  such  report  issued  by 
superintendents  of  the  public  schools  of  Southbridge. 

The  reports  of  the  principals  and  department  heads 
make  up  a  very  valuable  part  of  this  report  because 
therein  are  found  matters  of  interest  to  you  all. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

This  past  year  has  seen  the  five  elementary  school 
buildings  organized  on  a  more  permanent  basis  than  has 
been  possible  at  any  time  during  the  past  five  years, 
which  was  a  period  of  considerable  transition,  both  be- 
cause of  the  closing  of  nine  small  schools  and  the  open- 
ing of  three  new  modern  ones.  An  earnest  endeavor  has 
been  made  to  bring  both  plant  and  equipment  of  the 
River  Street  and  Marcy  Street  schools  up  to  a  par  with 
the  other  ones,  and  if  the  budget  for  1941,  as  requested, 
is  adopted,  these  schools  will  be  comparable,  physically, 
with  the  others. 

The  past  five  years  has  seen  the  retirement  of  Miss 
Mary  Meagher,  Miss  Agnes  Meagher,  Miss  Jeannette 
Stone,  Miss  Mary  Boardm^an,  and  Miss  Blanche  Harwood, 
four  of  whom  were  elementary  school  teachers.  These 
teachers  gave  faithful  service  over  a  long  period  of  time. 
The  present  school  year  has  seen  the  retirement  of  Mrs. 
Annie  Marcy  who  served  for  forty  years,  and  of  Miss 
Mary  McCabe  who  served  for  fifty  years. 

These  seven  ladies  should  be  held  in  grateful  esteem 
by  the  hundreds  of  Southbridge  citizens  who  were  taught 
by  them. 
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COLE  TRADE  SCH0K3L 

The  Cole  Trade  School  is  not  only  maintaining  its 
place  of  leadership  in  the  community  and  state,  but  is 
bending  every  effort  to  do  its  utmost  in  training  both 
youth  and  adults  for  work  in  National  Defense. 

MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  in  the  major  part  of 
this  report  to  information  regarding  the  Mary  E.  Wells 
High  School.  According  to  tradition  and  accomplishment, 
the  New  England  comprehensive  high  school  has  played 
a  leading  part  in  community  development.  Our  local  high 
school  stands  second  to  none  in  its  record  of  achievement 
and  preparation  for  life.  More  than  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  writer,  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  with  its 
work  and  play  activities  is  a  cross  section  of  real  living. 

Our  graduates  of  the  past  twelve  years — in  fact,  for 
nearly  a  half  century  before  that — have  taken  their 
places  in  this  and  in  other  communities  as  outstanding 
leaders.  Parents  and  other  interested  citizens  have  in- 
quired from  time  to  time  as  to  the  relative  standards  of 
this  school  in  comparison  with  other  Massachusetts  high 
schools,  and  in  an  endeavor  to  answer  their  questions 
and  to  inform  thoroughly  all  interested  citizens  on  this 
matter,  I  have  compiled  statistics  beginning  with  1929, 
at  which  time  I  began  my  work  as  Principal  of  the  Mary 
E.  Wells  High  School. 

During  this  year  Ralph  Cole,  Cynthia  Darhng,  Ken- 
neth Farnsworth,  Helen  Grant,  Elizabeth  Higgins, 
Oliver  Johnson,  George  Johnson,  Dorothy  Macallister, 
Anna  Misiaszek,  Ruth  Moore,  lola  Morse,  Catherine 
Ohlwiler,  Origene  Paquette,  Pearl  Putnam,  Albert  Sol- 
dani.  Flora  Tait,  Louise  Tillyer,  and  Henry  Walker  were 
certified  directly  from  this  school  to  higher  institutions 
of  learning.  Eight  other  pupils  in  this  class  also  earned 
certification  grades,  which  entitled  them  to  admission 
without  examination  to  leading  colleges  all  over  the 
country,  as  a  tabulation  later  in  this  report  will  show. 
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In  the  class  of  1930 :  Silvest  Barbierri,  Howard  Bing- 
ley,  Susanne  Carion,  Kathleen  Bums,  Doris  Claflin, 
Maurice  Clemence,  Caroline  Fitzpatrick,  Mary  Gable,^ 
Stephanie  Kozyra,  Bertha  Love,  Gwendolyn  Monroe, 
Edward  Paquette,  Mary  Schwartzberg,  Louise  Skinner, 
Christo  Thomas,  and  John  True  were  certified  directly 
from  this  school  to  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
Eleven  other  pupils  in  this  class  also  earned  certification 
grades. 

In  the  class  of  1931 :  Lucy  Kania,  Wanda  Kwarciak, 
Eleanor  Laabs,  Dorothy  Lanphear,  Catherine  McKinstry, 
Gertrude  Schwartzberg,  John  Steen,  and  William  Tillyer 
were  certified  directly  from  this  school  to  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning.  Eight  other  pupils  m  this  class  also 
earned  certification  grades. 

In  the  class  of  1932:  Rose  Brodeur,  John  Buckley, 
Louis  Dani,  Chester  Gates,  Ellen  Heaton,  William 
Hofstra,  Bernice  Hunt,  Wallace  McLean,  Richard  Muel- 
ler, Frederick  Waite,  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  Valentine 
Wilson,  and  George  Wood  were  certified  directly  from 
this  school  to  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Fifteen 
other  pupils  in  this  class  earned  certification  grades,  but 
because  of  economic  necessity  or  other  reasons,  accepted 
employment  instead  of  entering  a  post-secondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1933:  Ruth  BilUngs,  Alice  Bucklin, 
Jerome  Caplovich,  Virginia  Dorrell,  Raymond  Lenti,  Lu- 
cille Monroe,  Odilon  Lavoie  (partial  certificate),  and 
John  Tobia  were  certified  directly  from  this  school  to 
higher  institutions  of  learning.  Fourteen  other  pupils  in 
this  class  earned  certification  grades,  but  because  of 
economic  necessity  or  other  reasons,  accepted  employ- 
ment instead  of  entering  a  post-se«ondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1934:  Jane  Fitzpatrick,  Stanley 
Flower,  Phyllis  Kershaw,  John  Martin,  Claire  Paquette, 
Esther  Skinner,  and  John  Sutcliffe  were  certified  direct- 
ly from  this  school  to  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
Twenty-three  other  pupils  in  this  class  earned  certifica- 
tion grades,  but  because  of  economic  necessity  or  other 
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reasons,  accepted  employment  instead  of  entering"  a  post- 
secondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1935 :  Alice  Etherington,  Rene  Fran- 
cazzi,  Paul  Haynes,  John  LePage,  Marion  Munday,  Dor- 
othy Robinson,  and  Elizabeth  Sutcliffe  were  certified  di- 
rectly from  this  school  to  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
Eighteen  other  pupils  in  this  class  earned  certification 
grades,  but  because  of  economic  necessity  or  other  rea- 
sons, accepted  employment  instead  of  entering  a  post- 
secondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1936:  Grace  Arrick,  Lawrence  Free- 
man, Marion  Lawrence,  Shirley  Morse,  Esther  Ostrand- 
er,  Lionel  Proulx,  and  Dwight  Webster  were  certified  di- 
rectly from  this  school  to  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
Thirty-seven  other  pupils  in  this  class  earned  certifi- 
cation grades,  but  because  of  economic  necessity  or 
other  reasons,  accepted  employment  instead  of  entering 
a  post-secondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1937 :  June  Barr,  George  Berthiaume, 
Betty  Chamberlin,  Evelyn  Fay,  Laurier  L'Africain,  Wal- 
lace Rock  wood,  Lynd  Tillyer,  and  Kathleen  Tully  were 
certified  directly  from  this  school  to  higher  institutions 
of  learning.  Sixteen  other  pupils  in  this  class  also  earned 
certification  grades. 

In  the  class  of  1938:  Beverly  Austin,  George  Beers, 
Julie  Ghace,  Milton  Cole,  Franklin  Daniels,  Florida  De- 
Mers,  Thurston  Favor,  Nelson  Fay,  Kenneth  Hunt, 
Martha  Nichols,  Harriett  Robinson,  Winifred  Stanley, 
Ruth  Toucey,  George  Tully,  Vivian  Vantura,  and  S. 
Wesley  Williams  were  certified  directly  from  this  school 
to  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Eighteen  other  pupils 
in  this  class  earned  certification  grades,  but  because  of 
economic  necessity  or  other  reasons,  accepted  employ- 
ment instead  of  entering  a  post-secondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1939 :  Henry  Adamick,  Price  Burgess, 
Catherine  Chace,  Howard  Cole,  Robert  Gatineau,  Helen 
Graf,  Alphonse  Homicz,  Eva  Salviuolo,  Patricia  Simith, 
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Phyllis  Swenson,  Marion  Walkinshaw,  and  Mary  Wiess- 
ner  were  certified  directly  from  this  school  to  higher  in- 
stitutions of  learning.  Eleven  other  pupils  in  this  class 
earned  certification  grades,  but  because  of  economic 
necessity  or  other  reasons,  accepted  employment  instead 
of  entering  a  post-secondary  school. 

In  the  class  of  1940:  Mary  Campbell,  Josephine 
Chiocca,  Sara  Coffin,  Olga  DiFederico,  Priscilla  Eccles- 
ton,  Lloyd  Goddu,  Rita  Guilmette,  Sofocles  Kollios,  Ed- 
ward LeClair,  Howard  Morey,  Arliss  Olson^  Alfred  Pelo- 
quin,  Narcisse  Peloquin,  Kenneth  Phillips,  Stephen  Piazzo, 
Charles  Roy,  and  Armand  Sansoucy  were  certified  di- 
rectly from  this  school  to  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
Twelve  other  pupils  in  this  class  earned  certification 
grades,  but  because  of  economic  necessity  or  other  rea- 
sons, accepted  employment  instead  of  entering  a  post- 
secondary  school. 

From  this  list  pupils  have  gone  to  the  following  in- 
stitutions : 

Colleges  and  Universities 


Baltimore  Business  College    1 

Bay  Path  Institute    1 

Becker's  Business  College   8 

Boston  University    13 

Bridgewater  State  Teachers  College  . .  2 

Brown  University    3 

Bryant  College    1 

Bryant  &  Stratton    3 

Burdett  College    1 

Canadian  Ministerial  College    2 

City  of  New  York  College    3 

Clark  University    1 

College  of  William  and  Mary   1 

Connecticut  State  Teachers  College  .  1 

Crachow  University  of  Poland    1 

Emerson  College    1 

Fitchburg  State  Teachers  College   2 

Framingham  State  Teachers  College  .  4 

International  College  of  Springfield  .  1 


1% 


Jackson  College   2 

Johns  Hopkins  University    1 

Massachusetts  State  College    9 

Middlebury  College    1 

Missouri  University    1 

Nason  College    1 

New  Jersey  College  for  Women   2 

New  York  University    1 

Northeastern  University    2 

Norwich  University    2 

Notre  Dame  University    1 

Pennsylvania  State  College    1 

Pembroke  College  of  Brown  University  1 

Radcliffe  College    2 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  ....  3 

Rochester  Business  Institute   1 

Rutgers  College    1 

St.  Mary's  College  of  Orchard  Lake, 

Michigan   1 

Simmons  College    1 

Springfield  College    1 

Temple  University    1 

Trinity  College    1 

Tufts  College    3 

University  of  Alabama    1 

University  of  Maine   2 

University  of  New  Hampshire    2 

University  of  Tennessee   1 

Wesleyan  University    1 

Wheaton  College    2 

Women's  College  of  New  Haven   1 

Worcester  Junior  College   1 

Worcester  Polj^technic  Institute    9 

Worcester  State  Teachers  College  ....  6 

Other  Schools 

Chandler  Secretarial  School    1 

Lynn  Business  School    1 

Naval  Training  School    2 

Stockbridge  School    1 

Vesper  George  School    1 

Miss  Wheelock's  School    1 
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Hospitals 

Deaconness  Hospital    2 

Hahnemann  Hospital    1 

Hartford  School  of  Nursing   4 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital  ....  2 

Memorial  Hospital    2 

Mercy  Hospital  of  Spring-field   1 

Providence  School  of  Nursing   1 

Scholarships  Received 
and  Used  Given  By 

Kenneth  Hunt       $300    Worcester  Polytechnic 

Institute 

Florida  DeMers  100  Southbridge  Woman's  Club 
Beverly  Austin  100  Becker's  College 

Price  Burgess  450-1800    Rensselaer  Polytechnic 

Institute 

Catherine  Chase  600-2400  N.  J  .  College  for  Women 
Robert  Gatineau       100    Southbridge  Woman's  Club 
Marion  Walkinshaw  340    Boston  University 
Arhss  Olson  340    Boston  University 

Edward  LeClair       450    Wesleyan  University 
Lloyd  W.  Goddu       100     Southbridge  Woman's  Club 

Scholarships  Received 

but  not  Used  Given  by 

Clyde  Morrell           150  Green  Mountain  College 

Ruth  Toucey            150  Green  Mountain  College 


In  addition  to  the  pupils  mentioned  above,  twenty- 
five  pupils  have  chained  admission  to  college  or  other 
post-secondary  schooi>  alctr  one  or  more  years  of  pre- 
paratory school  study  since  1929  (the  years  covered  by 
this  report). 


ONE  OF  THE  HARDEST  LESSONS  WHICH  WE 
HAVE  TO  ^^JACH  U  HE  FACT  THAT  ALTHOUGH 
PUPILS  ARE   C  RA  in 'ATED   FROM  OUR  SCHOOL 


WITH  AN  AVERAGE  OF  65  ^c  ,  WE  DO  NOT  CERTIFY 
THEM  UNLESS  THEY  ATTAIN  AN  AVERAGE  OF 
80%  OR  ABOVE.  THE  CERTIFICATION  MARK  OF 
80%  IS  ESTABLISHED  BY  THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COLLEGE  ENTRANCE  EXAMINATION  BOARD 
WHICH  ENTITLES  US  TO  SEND  OUR  CERTIFIED 
GRADUATES  TO  FOURTEEN  NEW  ENGLAND  IN^ 
STITUTIONS. 

To  each  and  every  member  of  the  School  Committee 
who  has  contributed  through  interest  and  understanding 
to  make  1940  the  happiest  school  year  I  have  ever  known^, 
I  express  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANNING  H.  GREENE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


STATISTICAL  REPORT 

Throughout  this  report  the  year  relative  to  Sit- 
tendance  extends  from  September,  1939  to  July,  194<^„ 
The  year  relative  to  expenditures  from  January  1,  194# 
to  January  1,  1941. 

1. — Population  and  Valuation 


Population  of  town,  census  of  1930    14,26^ 

Population  of  town,  census  of  1935    15,736 

Population  of  town,  census  of  1940    16,8Df 

Assessed  valuation  of  town   $14,893,470.0® 

Number  of  polls,  male   5,74^ 
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Hate  of  taxation    $39.90 

Valuation  of  school  houses  and  lots  ....  $864,500.00 
Valuation  of  other  school  property  .  .  $71,500.00 

II.— School  Houses  (Including  Trade  School)  1940-1941 

Number  houses — occupied  7  Unoccupied  0 
Schoolrooms — occupied  .  .      84       Unoccupied  0 

III. — Teachers  (Including  Trade  School) 

Number  of  male  teachers    32 

Number  of  female  teachers   54 

86 

IV.— Pupils 

Numfber  of  children  in  town  October  1,  as  reported 


hy  the  census  enum^erator: 

1939  1940 

Between  the  ages  of  5  and  7                      352  364 

Between  the  ages  of  7  and  14                 1,868  1,806 

Between  the  ages  of  14  and  16                  619  597 


Total  Persons  Between  Ages 

of  5  and  16    2,839  2,767 

Total  enrollment  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  1,881  1,880 

Number  between  5  and  7   140  136 

Number  between  7  and  14    1,023  1,064 

Number  between  14  and  16    445  430 

Number  over  16  years  of  age  ....  272  260 

Average  membership    1,820  1,779 

Average  daily  attendance    1,740  1,709 

Kumber  enrolled  at  NOTRE  DAME  .  .  705  670 

Number  between  5  and  7    20  67 

Number  between  7  and  14   594  458 

Number  between  14  and  16    51  95 
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Number  over  16  years  of  age  ....  40  50 

Average  membership    673  639 

Average  attendance    695  618 

Number  of  teachers    17  20 

Number  enrolled  at  SACRED  HEART  384  364 

Number  between  5  and  7    74  45 

Number  between  7  and  14    295  313 

Number  between  14  and  16   15  6 

Number  over  16  years  of  age  ....  0  0 

Average  membership    371  351 

Average  attendance    355  340 

Number  of  teachers    9  9 

Number  enrolled  at  ST.  MARY'S  ...  218  207 

Number  between  5  and  7    24  21 

Number  between  7  and  14   137  122 

Number  between  14  and  16    42  27 

Number  over  16  years  of  age  ....  32  47 

]    Average  membership    216  207 

Average  attendance    205  196 

dumber  of  teachers    7  7 
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CHANGE  OIF  TEACHERS— Resigned 


February 

Nathalie  M.  MoNitt 

Eastford  Road 

March 

Alice  E.  Dion 

Ciharlton  Street 

June 

Charles  A.  Andrews 

General  Vocational 

June 

Robert  V.  Beals 

General  Vocational 

June 

Helen  Jedlicka 

Charlton  Street 

June 

Milton  E.  Mickelson 

High  School 

June 

S.  Hay  ward  Snell 

High  School 

June 

Alice  E.  Walters 

High  School 

November 

Hannah  Cook 

Appointed 

Marcy  Street 

January 

Constance  M.  L'Ecuyer 

Eastford  Road. 

January 

Charles  H.  Potter 

Charlton  Street 

February 

Emma  E.  Niool 

Eastford  Road 

March 

Camella  M.  D'Elia 

Charlton  Street 

April 

Raoul  O.  Lataille 

High  School 

September 

Howard  Bingley 

Eastford  Road 

September 

Barbara  Hall 

High  School 

September 

Sylvia  A.  Roper 

High  School 

iR  ent  PTYi  V>'PT 

James  A.  Booth,  Jr. 

Cole 

Trade 

(Regular  Faculty) 

September 

William  Delaney 

Cole 

Trade 

(Regular  Faculty) 

September 

Joseph  L.  Deering 

Cole 

Trade 

(Regular  Faculty) 

September 

J.  Irving  England 

Cole 

Trade 

(Regular  Faculty) 

October 

Norman  Hartwell 

Cole 

Trade 

(National  Defense) 

October 

Patrick  Russo 

Cole 

Trade 

(National  Defease)^' 
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CORPS  OF  TEACHERS— January  1,  1941 

i&t 

Appt.        Position        College  Attended 
Channing  H.  Greene  1929     Superintendent  Middlebury  (a) 

U.  of  N.  H.  m 
Mass.  Ext.  Service  (c) 

Leona  L.avoie  1926     Secretary  to  Siipt.       M.  E.  W. 

High  School 


MARY   E.  WELLS 

James   M.   Robertson  1937 


Elsie  Hofstra 


193c 


Pauline  M.  Aucoin  1920 

Kathryn  Beauregard  1922 

'Constance  Coderre  1929 

Louise  B.  Corhin  1924 

Paul  E.  Dion  1936 

Priscilla  Drake  1928 

Martin  J.  Earle 

The€la  Fitzgerald  1926 

Barlbara  Hall  1940 


Notes — (a)  (Bachelor's  Degree 

(b)  Majster's  Degree 

(c)  Graduate  Work 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Principal         B.  U.  (a)   (b)  (c) 
Harvard  (c)  Mass. 
Ext.  Service  (c) 

Secretary  to  Principal 

Becker's  Business 
College 

Com.  &  French  B,  U. 

(a)  (e) 

French  &  Mathematicis 

Middlebury  (a)  (c) 
B.  (e) 

Commercial  Simmons 
(a)  B.  U.  (c) 
Columbia  (c) 

Home  Economics 

Wheaton,  Simmons, 
Fitchburg  Stale 
Teachers  College 
Social   Studies,  Safety, 
Coaching  R.  I.  College  of 

Ed.  (a)  (c)  Clark  c 
Mass.  State  (b) 
History   &  Social  Studies 

B.  U.  (a)  (b) 
Springfield  College  (c) 
Trinity  College  (c) 
Holy  Cros-s  (a) 
Mass.  State  (b) 
Columbia  (c) 
Radcliffo 
(a)  B.  U.  (b) 

Home  Economics 

Pramingham  Teachers 
College  (a)  Fitchbuiff 
State  Teachers  College 
(c) 


1934  Eiiglisih 


English 
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1st 
Appt. 


Robert  C.  Hall  1939 

C.  Estelle  Hefner  1933 

Persis  F.  Howe  1930 

Stei^Lanie  Kozyra  1934 

Lewis  A.  Kyrios  1938 

Dorothy  M.  Lanphear  1935 

Raoul  Lataille  1939 

Harry  J.  McMalion  1926 

Berg  Paraghamian  1937 

Cecile  M.  Pinard  1936 

Jeannette  Plante  1938 

■Sylvia  A.  Roper  1940 

Flora  Tait  1939 

PYances  Troy  1927 


Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree 

(b)  Master's  Degr-ee 

(c)  Graduate  Work 


Position        College  Attended 
Science,  Music 
Guidance,  Photography 

Neb.  Wesleyan  (a) 
U.  of  Neb.  (b)  (c) 
B.  U.  (c)  Brown  (c) 
Latin  &  Englieh 

Brown  (a)  B.  U.  (c) 
Commercial       Salem  Teachera 
College  (a)  Columbia 
(c)  Clark  (c) 

Math.,  Commercial 
Coadhing     Fitchburg  Teachers 
College  (a)  Winnetka 
(c) 

Science  &  Coaching 

Tufts  College  (a)  (b) 
(c)  B.  U.  (c) 
English       Worcester  Teachers 
College  (a)  Clark  (c) 
Visual  Ed.  &  Coaching 

Assumption  (a) 
Science  &  Coaching 

Holy  Cross  (a) 
B.  U.  (c)  Harvard  (o) 
Mathematics     Harvard  (a)  (b) 
English,  Guidance, 
French         Worcester  Teachers 
College  (a)  Columbia 
(b)  (c) 

Commercial     Mary  Waishington 
College  (a)  B.  U.  (c) 

Driver  Education  & 

Mechanical  Drawing 

Bridgewater  T.  C.  (a) 
Clark  ((b) 

Civics,  Occupations, 
Science,  Ehglish 

Fram in  gham  T eachers 
College  (a)  Fitchburg 
Teachers  College  (c) 
Cornell  (c) 

Commercial       Salem  Teachers 
College  (a)  B.  U.  (c) 
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COLE  TRADE  SCH( 

IS't 


Clark  H.  Morrell  1931 

Margaret  R.  Connolly  1922 

Elmer  Akerson  1938 

James  A.  Booth,  Jr.  1940 

George  H.  Braman  1938 

William  Delaney  1940 

Joseph  L.  Deering  1940 

J.  Irving  England  1940 

Nils  Engstroni  1920 

Ernest  Hall  1926 

Nels  H.  Johnson  1937 

Joseph  B.  Lanza  1929 

Emery  A.  Lavalle^  1926 

Frank  Olson  1929 

tierman  Polley  1933 

Frank  P.  Skinyon  1934 

Lawrence  F.  Sweneon  1932 


Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree 
(c)  Crraduate  Work 


)L  -  Regular  Faculty 

Position  College  Attended 
Director  B.  U.,  State  Courses 
Secretary  to  Director       iN,  E. 

School  of  Secretarial  Science 
Painting  &  Decorating 

U.  of  N.  H. 
Fitchburg  T.  C. 
Gen.  Voc.  Metal  Fitchburg  T.  C. 

University  Ext.  Courses 
Factory  Maintenance 

Northeastern  U. 
State  Extension 
Courses 

Gen.  Voc.  Academic  B.  U.  (a) 
Gen.  Voc.  Woodwork 

School  of  Fine  Arts  & 
Crafts,  Worcester  Tech. 
Machine  Work 

Fitchburg  T.  C.  (a) 
Electrical  Work 

Mass.  State  College 
Industrial  Printing 

Southbridge  H.  S. 
Co-operative  Machine  Shop 

Lowell  Textile  School 
Gen.  Elec.  Lynn. 
Gen.  Voc.  Related  Work 

Fitchburg  T.  C.  (a) 
Springfield  (c) 
Placement  Co-ordinator 

Fitchburg  Voc. 
State  Courses 
Machine  Work    Mass.  Institute 
of  Tech. 
Fitchburg  Voc.  Courses 

Automobile  Mechanics 

Wentworth  Institute 
State  Courses 
Cabinet  Pattern  Making 

Fitchburg  T.  C.  (a) 
Machine  Related  Work 

Wentworth  Institute 
Fitchburg  Voc.  Courses 
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COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL  -  National  Defense  Faculty 

1st 
Appt. 


Anita  Farland 
Walter  J.  Glondek 


Leo  Grenier 
Noniian  Hartwell 
Patrick  Russo 


Position  College  Attended 
1940  Secretary  M.  E.  W.  High  School 
1938     Machine  Work 

Cole  Trade,  Fitchburg 
Clark 

Extension  Courses 
1936      Machine  Work  Cole  Trade 

State  Extension  Courses 
1940     Welding  Worcester  Boye' 

Trade  School 
1940      Sheet  Plate  Fahricating 

State  Courses 

CHARLTON  STREET  SCHOOL 


^Nathan  W.  White 


1939  Principal 


1929  Grade  1 
1939     Grade  2 


Aroostook  State 
Normal 
U.  of  Maine  (a)  (c) 
B.  tJ.  (c) 
Westfield  Teachers 
College 
Columbia  (a) 
Worcester  Teachers 
College  (a) 

1937     Grade  3  Framingham  Teachers 

College  (a) 

1940     Grade  4      Worcester  Teachers 

College  (a) 

1939     Social  Studies 

Westfield  (Teachers 
College  (a) 

1930     Englieh        Fitchburg  Teachers 

College  (a) 

1939  Reading  Worcester 
Teachers  College  (a) 

1940  Arithmetic  B.U.(a)  Harvard (c)- 
J933     Social  Studies 

Worcester  Teachers 
College  (a)  Clark  (b) 
EASTFORD   ROAD  SCHOOL 
♦Margaret  G.  Butler  1892     Manual  Arts   Hyannis  Teachers 

College 

Emma  Nicol  1940     Grade  1  Lowell  Teachers 

College  (a) 

Notes — *  Principal 

(a)  Bachelor's  Degree 

(b)  Master'e  T>egree 

(c)  Graduate  Work 


Sylvia  L.  Claflin 

Muriel  O.  Stiliman 
Doris  A.  Claflin 
Camella  M.  D'Elia 
Patricia  P.  Callahan 

Helen  G.  Houlberg 

Frances  M.  Moschella 

Charles  H.  Potter 
Bva  A.  Poulin 
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1st 


Bertha  Foley  1^12 

Julia  €.  Morrill  1914 

Ruth  W.  Sampson  1930 

Pauline  M.  Roy  1923 

Howard  Bingley  1940 

Irene  Gough  1914 

Constance  M.  "L'Ecuyer  1940 

Bertha  Wallace  1922 

MARCY  STR 

♦Laura  B.  Desmarais  1922 

Mabel  Chamherlain  1902 

Mary  E.  Chase  1906 

/Mabel  Joy  1915 

Marjorie  Campbell  1933 

Marjorie  H.  Chapman  1933 


Notes — '^Principal 

(a)  Bachelor's  Degree 

(b)  Master's  Degree 

(c)  Graduate  Work 


Position         College  Attended 
Grade  2       Worcester  Teachers 
College 
Extension  Courses 
Grade  3      St.  Joseph's  Normal 
Extension  Courses 
B.  U. 

Grade  4       Westfield  Teachers 
College 
B.  U. 
Miami  U. 

Grade  5  North  Adams  Teachers 
College 
Bay  Path 
Mass.  State  College 
English,  Social  Studies, 
History,  Science  American  In- 
ternational College  (a) 
Clark  (b) 

Geography,  Math., 
Science,  Music  Worcester 
Domestic  Science  School 
Manual  Arts  Fitchburg  State 
Teachers  College  (a) 
Math.,  Art,  Spelling 

Hyannis  Teachers 
College 
B.  U. 

ET  SCHOOL 

Music  &  Art  St.  Ann's  Academy 
Grades  1  &  2 

State  Extension  Courses 
Grade  4  Thompson  High 

Grade  5 

Salem  Teachers  College 
Geography,  Health, 
Remedial  Reading 

Bridgewater  'Teachers 
College  (a)  Columlbia 
(c)  Simmons  («) 
History,  Spelling, 
Lit.,  English 

Bridgewater  Teachers 
College  (a)  U.  of 
Colorado  (b) 
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Julia  C.  Yott 
*Jennie  Monroe 

Edith  Randall 
Corrine  Beaudreau 
May  O.  Simpson 

*Elizabetli  S.  Hall 

Mary  Mc-Cabe 
Alice  Wixted 

Laurenda  Boj^er 
Annie  Marcy 

Rose  Brodeur 

Celestine  M.  Carey 

Marie  J.  Saunders 

Claire  Birtz 
Margaret  G.  Butler 
Laura  B.  Desmarais 
Berthe  Hebert 


1st 

Ap'pt.        Position         College  Attended 
1917     English  &  Mathematics 

Fitchburg  Teachers 
College 

RIVER  STREET  SCHOOL 

1905     Grades  3  &  4 

Bridgewater  Teachers 
College,  Exteneion 
Courses 

1920     Grades  1  &  2      State  Extension 

Courses 

1924  Grades  5  &  6    State  Extension 

Course© 

1911     Manual  Arts 

Worcester  Teachers 
College,  Extension 
Courses 

WEST  STREET  SCHOOL 

1898     Lit.,  Reading,  Spelling 

Colby  University 
1890     Grades  1  &  2    Quincy  Training 

1926  Grade  3  North  Adams  Teadhers 

College,  Hyannis  T.  €. 

B.  U, 

1927  Grade  4  Boston  University 
1900     Grade  5      Worcester  Teachers 

College 

1939     Rem.  Reading,  English, 

Reading  B.  U.  (a) 

1932     Geography  &  History 

Our  Lady  of  the  Elmis 
Hyannie  Teachers  College 

1925  Arithmetic  &  Science 

Westchester  Normal,  Pa. 
SiPECIAL  TEACHERS 

1937     Special      Worcester  School  of 

Art 

1892     Director  of  Americanization 

Hyannis  Teachers  College 
1922     Director  of  Continuation 

St.  Ann's  Academy 
1937     Music  Supervisor  Columbia  (a) 
B.  U.  (b)  Penn.  State  (g) 


Notes — ^Principal 

(a)  Bachelor's  Degree 

(b)  Master's  Degree 

(c)  Graduate  Work 


Pierre  AUard 
Rosario  Bertrand 
Omer  Demers 
Felix  Lavallee 
Rodolph  L'Homme 
Napoleon  Martel 
Armand  Matliieu 
Omer  Metivier 
Charlee  Quevillon 


JANITORS 

1st 

Appt.  Position 

1937  River  Street  School 

1936  West  Street  School 
1940  High  School 

1923  High  School 

1935  Hig-h  School 

1937  Charlton  Street  School 

1936  Eastford  Road  School 

1938  Marcy  Street  School 
1928  Cole  Trade  School 
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STATISTICS  FROM  SCHOOL  REGISTERS 
School  Year  Ending  July  1,  1940 


Average 
Tot.  Daily  Aver.  P.O. 
Boys     Gls.  Tot.  Mem.  Att.  Mem.  of  Alt. 


High  School  IX-XII 

242 

384 

626 

629 

565,.65  590.00 

96.19 

Charlton  St.  Grade  VIII 

21 

20 

41 

41 

35.49 

37.18 

95.58 

Eastfoitl  Rd.  Grade  VIII 

13 

12 

25 

27 

24.62 

25.65 

95.97 

Marcy  St.  Grade  VIII 

20 

17 

37 

38 

34.94 

36.47 

95.79 

West  St.  Grade  VIII 

20 

18 

38 

38 

35.49 

36.26 

97.88 

Charlton  St.  Grade  VII 

16 

37 

53 

52 

45.51 

47.28 

96.65 

Eastford  Rd.  Grade  VII 

14 

23 

37 

39 

35.51 

,36.33 

97.73 

Marcy  St.  Grade  VII 

21 

21 

42 

42 

36.91 

38.38 

96.16 

West  St.  Grade  VII 

23 

19 

42 

42 

39.21 

40.82 

96.07 

Charlton  St.  Grade  VI 

35 

20 

55 

55 

50.48 

52.16 

95.48 

Eastford  Rd.  Grade  VI 

15 

8 

23 

23 

22.15 

22.95 

96.53 

Marcy  St.  Grade  VI 

19 

18 

37 

42 

36.33 

38.42 

93.72 

West  St.  Grades  VI  &  VII 

18 

8 

26 

26 

24.36 

26.00 

96.36 

Charlton  St.  Grade  V 

27 

26 

53 

51 

48.75 

49.98 

97.13 

Eastford  Rd.  Grade  V 

14 

15 

29 

'29 

25.98 

27.02 

95.42 

Marcy  St.  Grade  V 

17 

21 

38 

41 

87.81 

40.00 

94.05 

River  St.  Grades  V  &  VI 

18 

16 

34 

34 

32.58 

33.75 

96.70 

West  St.  Grade  V 

16 

11 

27 

27 

25J53 

26.25 

97.24 

Chaa-lton  St.  Grade  IV 

25 

18 

43 

43 

37.47 

39.41 

95.08 

E-astford  Rd.  Grade  IV 

13 

15 

28 

28 

25.94 

26.71 

97.65 

Marcy  St.  Grade  IV 

14 

23 

37 

44 

36.47 

38.58 

94.51 

West  St.  Grade  IV 

12 

16 

28 

28 

26.05 

27.50 

94.76 

Charlton  St.  Grade  III 

30 

26 

56 

56 

51.40 

53.74 

95.71 

Eastford  Rd.  Grade  III 

11 

19 

30 

30 

26.61 

27.95 

95.24 

Marcy  St.  Grade  III 

19 

14 

33 

37 

31.63 

33.79 

92.89 

River  St.  Grades  III  &  IV 

14 

14 

28 

30 

28.00 

28.69 

97.59 

West  St.  Grade  III 

15 

10 

2,5 

25 

22.32 

23.76 

93.88 

Charlton  St.  Grade  II 

19 

20 

39 

41 

37.77 

39.38 

95.36 

Eastford  Rd.  Grade  II 

11 

15 

26 

25 

21.47 

23.30 

93.24 

West  Street  Grade  II 

10 

13 

23 

23 

20.82 

22.48 

93.26 

Charlton  St.  Grade  I 

19 

22 

41 

44 

i39.0« 

41.75 

93.96 

Eastford  Rd.  Grade  I 

16 

16 

32 

31 

27.64 

29.11 

94.95 

Marcy  St.  Grades  I  &  II 

23 

13 

36 

42 

33.29 

35.82 

92.84 

River  St.  Grades  I  &  II 

17 

18 

35 

37 

32.34 

34.39 

94.03 

West  St.  Grade  T 

13 

7 

20 

21 

16.81 

17.93 

94.02 

Eastford  Rd.  (Ungraded) 

14 

14 

14 

12.29 

13.36 

89.68 

River  St.  (Ungraded) 

7 

9 

16 

21 

18.25 

19.16 

93.99 

Mary  E.  Wells  (Ungraded) 

33 

33 

33 

18.89 

20.18 

93.61 

Cole  Trade  Cooperative 

170 

170 

170 

96.24 

99.41 

97.68 

Cole  Trade  Day 

222 

222 

222 

144.73 

159.37 

93.69 

Continuation  School 

18 

18 

18 

7.3 

8.07 

90.40 
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ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 
October  1,  1939— Boys 


Grade 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18  19  20 

Total 

I 

16 

46 

9 

1 

72 

II 

4 

36 

11 

2 

4 

57 

in 

12 

46 

14 

6 

1 

79 

IV 

15 

36 

13 

5 

3 

1 

73 

V 

10 

42 

19 

6 

6 

1 

83 

VI 

1 

14 

33 

19 

9 

13 

1 

90 

VII 

1 

13 

24 

25 

15 

1 

79 

VIII 

20 

31 

14 

& 

73 

IX 

1 

15 

42 

18 

3 

1 

80 

X 

19 

25 

9 

1 

1 

55 

XI 

2 

18 

20 

12 

4 

56 

XII 

2 

8 

22 

13  4 

49 

Specials 

1 

2 

4 

4 

6 

7 

14 

10 

5 

1 

54 

16 

50 

58 

73 

65 

84 

75 

79 

93120 

83 

45 

37 

18  4 

900 

ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 
October  1,  1939^Girls 


Grade 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16  17  18  19  20 

Total 

I 

17 

42 

2 

1 

62 

II 

15 

38 

1 

3 

3 

60 

III 

20 

37 

13 

3 

2 

1 

76 

IV 

19 

42 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

78 

V 

15 

27 

20 

9 

6 

2 

1 

80 

VI 

1 

16 

29 

8 

3 

4 

€1 

VII 

2 

25 

40 

25 

7 

2 

2 

103 

VIII 

2 

20 

29 

8 

6 

65 

IX 

3 

31 

46 

19 

3 

102 

X 

2 

15 

77 

23    1  1 

119 

XI 

2 

33 

45    8  1 

89 

XII 

3 

20  43    6     2  1 

75 

Specials 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Total         17  57  60  58  74  57  86  87  ^9  87144  93  52    7     3    1  982 


1 
I 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 
MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schoois: 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  my  fourth  annual 
report  as  Principal  of  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  is 
hereby  submitted. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  1940-1941  is  divided  as 
follows:  Seniors  133,  Juniors  141,  Sophomores  166, 
Fi-eshmen  188,  Post  Graduates  3,  a  total  of  631  pupils. 


Diplomas  are  gi^anted  upon  completion  of  three  dif- 
ferent courses:  namely,  Academic,  Commercial,  and 
General. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  pupils  were  graduat- 
ed on  June  20,  1940  and  their  names  and  courses  com- 
pleted by  them  are  included  in  this  report  for  the  infor- 
mation of  interested  citizens. 


PROGRAM  OF  STUDIES 


CLASS  OF  1940— Academic 


Ri chard  Etigene  Gatineaa 
*L.loyd  Wihitman  Goddu,  Jr. 
♦Edward  Elnile  L^Clair,  Jr. 
♦Barbara  Liilllan  Morse 


*H.obert  Francis  Morse 
*iLester  William  Newlands 
*Arlis6  June  Olson 
*.Cliarles  Arthur  Roy 


Commercial 


*Rita  Mary  Adamick 
*YoLanda  (Theresa  Barhierri 
*Nancy  Beatrice  Blakely 

Doris  Ethel  Bliss 

Lorraine  Eleanor  Bonnette 
♦JLouiee  Ann  Bouvier 
♦Lillian  BrimeL 
♦Evelyn  Viola  Carlson 

Gertrude  Lea  Casavant 
♦Ruth  Helen  Gate 
♦KaiBsiany  Mary  Coista 

Anne  Mary  Cuikaj  ; 


*0'lga  Dorothy  DiFederico 
Norman  Alsace  Donais 
Marguerite  Anita  Farland 
^Louise  Elizabeth  Preeland 
Gilberte  Marguerite  Galipeau. 
Darcy  Maria  Imelda  Girard 
*Mlldred  Mae  Ga-avelle 
Rita  Irene  Guilmette 
*Leonette  Aline  Hebert 
♦Rolbert  James  Hofstra 
♦Clematis  Veronica  Agnes 


Janeczek 


Wanda  Mary  Jura 

Sofoclis  Evangelos  Kollios 

George  Israel  Liamontagne 
^ Irene  Anna  LaPlante 
'^Adele  Victoria  Laro 
'^Rita  Alice  Loiselle 

Ann&tte  Helen  Lorange 
^'Gloria  Marietta  Mannie 

Statia  Ohab 

*Wanda 


*  Stephen  Victor  Piazzo 
Dciores  Plante 
L-eroy  Gregory  Quattrocelli 
Rita  Jeannette  Richard 
Bernice  Louise  Senecal 
Janet  Faye  Smith 
Tiheresa  Estalle  Staws 
*^Jeannette  Claire  iTetreault 
*Lena  Ethel  Venie 
Waskiewicz 


General 


Lillian  Patricia  Albani 
Carroll  Bertrand  Andrus,  Jr. 
Gilbert  Lewis  Atwood 

^Shirley  Margaret  Austin 

'Sergio  Bartoli 
Germain  Robert  Ba«stien 
George  Laurior  Beauregard 
Edmond  Joseph  Benoit 
Maxine  Ruth  Benoit 
Robert  Roland  Bertrand 
Mary  Agnes  Bouthillier 
George  C'ouglas  Brown 
Howard  Everett  Buckley 

■Mary  Kathryn  Campbell 
John  Prentice  Caves 
Josephine  Joan  Chiocca 
Stanley  Walter  Ciukaj 

*Robert  Edmond  Coderre 
Sara  Jennie  Coffin 
Elizabeth  Ann  Costa 

♦Barbara  Leila  D^Arcey 
Lorraine  Beatrice  Deprey 
Helen  Stella  Despres 
Henry  Joseph  DiGregorio 
Elba  Dintini 

*Lucille  Paula  Dubreuil 
Alfred  Joseph  Daimae 
Raymond  Louis  Dumas 
Jeanne  Tlherese  Duquette 
Frank  Robert  Durfee 

*Priecilla  Brown  Etcleston 
Henry  Joseph  Egan 
Gertrude  Eileen  Farland 
Raymond  Ellis  Freeland,  Jr. 

*Milton  George  Freeman 
Charles  Arthur  Genereux 

Beatrice  Orii 


John  Parker  Gifford 
Leonard  Nelson  GilloD 
*  Doris  Marie  G  irard 
*Odile  Lauria  Girouard 
Francis  Whittier  Greene 
Bernard  Renaldo  Guertin 
Kenneth   Charles  Hutchinsoii 
^•'Eugenia  Ann  Kaezynski 
*Mary  Katherine  Kelly 
*Mary  Kathryn  Laliberte 
Robert  Joseph  Laliberte 
^''Yvette  Langlais 
Lorraine  Aurore  Lariviere 
Roger  Oscar  LaRochelle 
Hazen  Malvin  Locke 
Julia  Clara  Maceikowicz 
Dora  Martha  Maramo 
Shirley  Alice  Matys 
Edward  William  MoNamara 
Howard  Ralph  Morey  ' 
Barbara  Jane  Morse 
Alfred  Elzebert  Peloquin 
Narcisse  Leodore  Peloquiii 
William  Isadore  Petrelli 
Kenneth  George  Phillips 
Robert  Achille  Proulx 
Stanford  Warren  Renaud 
^''Mary  Elizabet^h  Rizio 
Armand  Jean  Sansoucy 
*Hedwiga  Eva  Swiacki 
Christopher   Harvey  Themls^- 
tocles 

Kathleen  Mary  Traynor 
Ruth  Helen  Tweed 
Sontiei  Vangel 
Raymond  Joseph  Varin,  Jr. 
I.  Vickers 


*  General  average  of  80%  or  above  for  four  years 


To  complete  the  graduation  requirements,  the  work 
is  divided  into  eleven  major  departments.  Each  of  these 
will  be  discussed  briefly. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report,  each  department 
has  submitted  a  report  of  its  work,  and  I  have  drawn 
freely  upon  this  material.  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  express  my  appreciation  to  each  and  every  teacher 
who  has  submitted  material  to  make  this  report  a  com- 
prehensive study  of  the  high  school  offerings. 

ART  DEPARTMENT 

The  art  classes  have  now  assumed  the  proportions 
of  a  four-year  curriculum,  thus  affording  a  full-rounded 
course  which  has  long  been  hoped  for  and  in  the  past 
year  realized.  The  enrollment  for  the  year  1939-1940  has 
increased  considerably. 

Besides  continuing  the  work  along  traditional  lines 
such  as  lettering,  pen  and  ink  cartooning,  poster  making, 
freehand  drawing,  charcoal,  pastel  and  water-color 
painting,  a  new  phase  of  art  work,  silk  screen  process, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  advanced  work.  The  craft 
classes  are  proving  to  be  more  and  more  popular.  These 
offer  a  choice  of  modeling,  block  printing,  chip  carving, 
metal  work,  papier-mache  work  and  puppetry. 

As  much  as  possible  all  these  types  of  work  are  cor- 
related with  other  phases  of  school  work.  The  pupils  hav- 
ing special  ability  are  encouraged  to  cooperate  with  vari- 
ous departments  where  their  artistic  ability  is  useful 
and  welcom^e. 

COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  commercial  curriculum  for  the  year  1939-1940, 
CmI  ti  few  adjustments,  has  not  m.aterially  changed 
from  that  cf  the  preceding  year.  That  the  great  majority 
of  OUT  students  are  preparmg  for  vocational  work  in  the 
community  has  made  it  imperative  to  maintain  a  link 
between  the  school  and  business  men  of  the  community, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  say  that  our  leaders  in  business 
and  industry  are  working  in  harmony  with  us  in  various 
ways. 


The  fact  that  practically  all  of  our  well-qualifie/l 
pupils  have  obtained  positions  here  in  Southbridge  at- 
tests to  this. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  a  number  of  oti 
highest  ranking  pupils  took  the  National  Clerical  Abil- 
ity Tests — College  Entrance  Examinations  of  the  cons- 
mercial  work — prepared  by  the  Joint  Committee  011 
Tests  representing  the  National  Office  Management 
Association  and  the  National  Council  of  Business  Edur- 
cation. 

These  tests  aim  to  establish  a  measure  of  standards 
for  business  courses.  The  results  were  quite  satisfactory 
as  11  pupils  obtained  marks  well  over  the  general  aver- 
age of  nearly  400  school;  throughout  the  country  whicli 
took  the  tests.  Nineteen  certificates  of  proficiency  were 
obtained. 

Members  of  the  Wells  High  School  who  received 
certificates  this  year  include:  Rita  Adamick — stenogi'Sr- 
phy,  machine  calculation,  typing,  machine  transcription;; 
Ruth  Cate^ — machine  calculation,  and  stenography;  Olgas. 
DiFederico — stenography ;  Louise  Freeland — bookkeep- 
ing; Wanda  Jura — typing;  Irene  LaPlante — stenography, 
and  typing;  Adele  Liro — bookkeeping,  and  typing;  Rita 
Loiselle — machine  calculation,  and  typing;  StepheB 
Piazzo — bookkeeping;  Lena  Venie — stenography,  and 
typing,  and  Wanda  Waskiewicz — bookkeeping. 

ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT 

The  English  program,  united  and  coordinated  in  ite 
four  years  of  high  school  work,  includes  assigned  reair- 
ing  in  the  novel,  the  short  story,  the  drama,  poetry,  anl 
nonfiction  each  year.  Outside  reading  recommendations 
are  tempered  to  class  needs  and  are  intended  to  supple- 
ment class  work  as  well  as  to  develop  an  enjoyment  of 
reading. 

Formal  grammar  has  its  place  in  the  work  of  eaiia 
grade  as  has  also  the  application  of  gram.matical  jxnM- 


ciples  through  ccmposition  including  letter  writing  and 
precis  writing. 

Unremitting  effort  is  given  to  the  cultivation  of 
dear,  idiomatic  oral  expression. 

New  devices,  new  techniques  to  increase  power  in 
written  and  oral  English  include:  the  use  of  recordings 
of  "Julius  Caesar"  by  Orson  Welles,  of  his  own  poems  by 
Robert  Frost;  group,  panel,  and  round  table  discussions 
of  modern  individual  and  social  problem. s  taken  from 
aiodern  reading;  a  development  of  skill  in  reading 
through  the  use  of  the  metronoscope ;  exercises  in  read- 
ing the  daily  newspapers  to  learn  to  distinguish  between 
truth  and  propaganda. 

The  English  program  is  preparing  pupils  for  lives 
af  increased  richness. 

GUIDANCE  DEPARTMEJNT 

The  Guidance  Department  aims  to  help  the  individual 
to  maintain  the  proper  attitude  toward  school  work  and 
to  set  him  out  on  a  course  of  study  which  will  aid  him  to 
attain  his  vocational  ambitions. 

Guidance  along  occupational  lines  is  begun  in  the 
freshman  year  by  giving  a  course  in  the  study  of  various 
vocations.  In  this  course  emphasis  is  placed  on  the 
qualifications  and  training  needed  for  each  vocation. 
During  the  sophomore,  junior,  and  senior  years,  general 
aptitude  and  vocational  aptitude  tests  are  given  as  a 
check-up  on  the  pupil  to  see  if  he  is  pursuing  the  proper 
course  of  study.  General  intelligence  tests  and  personal 
interviews  are  given  in  addition  to  secure  a  well-rounded 
picture  of  his  vocational  aptitude.  To  further  augment 
this  program,  personality  adjustment  tests  are  admin- 
istered throughout  the  four  years. 

In  guiding  the  pupil  to  a  healthy  attitude  toward 
school  work,  a  systematic  check-up  of  pupil-failures  is 
made  every  ten  weeks  followed  by  interviews  with  the 
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guidance  counsellor.  In  this  phase  of  the  work,  much 
stress  is  laid  upon  the  proper  student-teacher  relation- 
ship and  the  eventual  outcomes  of  pursuing  various 
forms  of  ^behavior. 

Cases  needing  special  remedial  treatment  and 
changes  in  program  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
principal. 

HOME  ECONOMICS  DEPARTMENT 

The  Household  Arts  department  in  the  high  school 
gives  a  two-year  course  in  home  making  of  clothes,  child 
care,  home  management  and  buying  for  the  home. 

This  course  is  state  aided  and  state  supervised. 

Many  girls  in  this  course  have  chances  to  earn 
while  learning.  The  teacher  makes  a  home  visit  to  each 
household  arts  student  and  the  parents  are  most  co- 
operative with  the  school. 

Every  girl  practices  at  home  what  she  learns  at 
school  and  when  her  course  is  completed,  she  should  be 
able  to  get  three  simple  meals  per  day  and  make  most  of 
her  own  clothes.  A  fashion  show  is  put  on  by  this  depart- 
ment each  year. 

LANGUAGE 

A  study  of  a  foreign  language  affords  a  student  an 
excellent  opptortunity  to  become  intelligent  about  the 
language  he  uses  in  his  daily  life.  Since  Latin  is  the 
basic  tongue  for  several  modern  languages,  and,  since 
over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  English  words  have  Latin 
stems,  any  person  making  a  study  of  this  language  can- 
not help  but  increase  the  quantity  and  improve  the  qual- 
ity of  the  English  words  he  uses. 

Latin,  as  taught  in  this  high  school,  prepares  for 
college  and  provides  the  student  the  means  whereby  he 
can  increase  his  vocabulary,  re-enforce  his  knowledge  of 
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English  grammar,  interpret  and  translate  a  foreign 
language  so  that  he  will  see  the  necessity  for  straight 
thinking — a  habit  that  will  be  valuable  to  him  in  any- 
field  of  endeavor. 

MATHEMATICS 

The  Mathematics  Department  has,  as  in  the  past  few 
years,  tried  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  two  main  classes 
of  pupils.  The  ftrst  group  consists  of  those  students  who 
wish  to  have  a  generalized  knowledge  of  the  subject  for 
practical  as  well  as  for  cultural  purposes.  For  these 
people,  the  high  school  offers  the  courses,  "Business 
Arithmetic"  and  ''General  Mathematics."  The  latter  may 
be  studied  for  two  years.  "Business  Arithmetic"  teaches 
exactly  what  the  name  implies — methods  and  means  for 
performing  and  computing  everyday  business  transac- 
tions. "General  Mathematics"  acquaints  the  pupil  with 
algebra,  plane  geom.etry  and  numerical  trigonometry  as 
well  as  arithmetic ;  it  gives  a  broad  view  of  mathematics 
without  the  detailed  study  of  the  special  subjects  men- 
tioned. 

The  second  group  consists  of  those  students  who 
are  preparing  for  college  and  who  will  need  mathematics 
in  their  later  high  school  courses  such  as  physics  and  in 
their  study  of  subjects  in  more  advanced  schools.  Most 
of  these  pupils  are  required  by  the  college  which  they 
wish  to  attend  to  study  the  first  year  course  in  algebra 
and  the  course  in  plane  geometry. 

The  mathematics  curriculum  offers  in  the  junior 
year,  for  those  who  wish  to  attend  the  large  academic 
colleges  requiring  three  years  of  mathematics,  a  second 
course  in  algebra.  Usually  about  one  fourth  of  the  pupils 
who  started  the  study  of  college  mathematics  continue 
into  this  second  course  in  algebra. 

Finally,  solid  geometry  and  trigonometry  are  offer- 
ed in  the  senior  year  to  those  who  are  planning:  to  attend 
technical  schools  such  as:  Worcester  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute,  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  or  the  Massachu- 
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setts  Institute  of  Technology.  This  course  is  given  every 
other  year  since  the  need  for  it  is  not  enough  to  warrant 
its  being  taught  every  year.  Juniors  who  have  shown 
real  talent  for  mathematics  in  their  first  two  years  are 
allowed  to  study  solid  geometry  and  trigonometry  along 
with  their  second  course  in  algebra.  By  this  method, 
everyone  who  is  really  interested  in  studying  the  subject 
has  a  chance  to  do  so  in  one  of  his  last  two  years.  This 
year  the  class  consists  of  seven  seniors  and  three  juniors, 
all  being  boys  who  have  shown  a  need  or  a  keen  desire 
to  pursue  the  course. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

Vocal  Music:  Vocal  music  in  the  high  school  has 
expressed  itself  through  the  Glee  Club.  The  public  ex- 
hibition of  this  department  was  held  in  February  at  the 
performance  of  'The  Chimes  of  Normandy."  The  Glee 
Club  also  furnished  vocal  selections  at  assemblies 
throughout  the  year,  at  various  town  organizations,  and 
finally  at  the  graduation  exercises  of  the  high  school. 

Instrumental  Music:  The  instrumental  music 
department  is  made  up  of  three  organizations:  the  con- 
cert orchestra,  the  military  band,  and  the  dance 
orchestra. 

The  concert  orchestra  is  composed  of  about  thirty- 
five  members.  This  organization  participates  by  playing 
for  all  major  school  functions.  The  works  of  classical 
music  composers  are  played  and  studied  chroughout  the 
year. 

The  military  band  composed  of  seventeen  members 
enjoyed  another  successful  fall  season  by  playing  for 
all  of  the  home  football  games.  Maneuvers  on  the  field 
as  well  as  parades  to  and  from  the  games  were  a  regular 
part  of  the  routine. 

The  dance  orchestra,  composed  of  seven  members^ 
is  continuing  to  function  as  an  enthusiastic  organization, 
A  series  of  afternoon  dances  is  to  be  given  throughout 
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the  year.  This  organization  adds  considerably  to  the  so- 
cial life  of  the  high  school. 

SAFETY  REPORT 

Reports  for  1940  show  that  traffic  deaths  and  ac- 
cidents throughout  the  country  are  again  on  the  increase. 
These  could  be  prevented  if  everyone  would  work  to- 
gether to  observe  and  enforce  safety  rules.  This  has  been 
proved  here  in  Southbridge,  where  an  organized  safety 
program  in  the  schools  cooperating  with  other  agencies 
has  helped  to  decrease  traffic  accidents. 

Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  realizes  that  the  problem 
of  safety  is  one  not  only  for  the  community  but  also  for 
the  individual.  With  this  in  mind,  we  have  four  definite 
programs:  First,  we  have  classes  in  ''Driver  Education," 
a  course  sponsored  by  the  state;  second,  we  have  been 
using  an  outdoor  safety  patrol  to  keep  safety  in  the 
minds  of  the  pupils;  third,  we  have  regular  assembly 
programs  on  safety  topics ;  and  fourth,  we  have  been  cir- 
culating literature  and  posters  on  safety. 

SCIENCE  DEPARTMENT 

After  an  absence  of  a  year,  classes  in  Physics  are 
again  being  held  at  the  high  school.  This  absence  was 
necessitated  by  insufficient  students  to  warrant  the 
course. 

Again  the  department  has  cooperated  in  giving  the 
Achievement  Tests  of  the  American  Council  of  Educa- 
tion. These  tests  were  given  to  the  college  groups  in 
General  Science  and  Chemistry.  The  results  of  these 
tests  were  on  a  par  with  the  results  of  previous  years. 

Biology  is  another  course  offered  by  this  depart- 
ment. The  work  in  this  course  is  limited  to  teacher- 
demonstrations  and  discussion. 

The  aim  of  the  Science  Department  will  continue  to 
be  that  of  supplying  a  background  that  may  be  useful 
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in  life  situations  for  the  larger  group  of  pupils  in  addi- 
tion to  meeting  the  needs  of  those  who  intend  furthering 
their  formal  education. 

The  course  in  General  Science  offered  to  the  girls 
in  the  Household-  Arts  Department  emphasizes  the  rela- 
tion of  science  and  the  home. 

As  each  unit  is  studied,  emphasis  is  placed  on  the 
application  of  the  scientific  principles  to  home  situa- 
tions, for  example:  the  science  of  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing systems,  refrigeration,  simple  machines,  plant  and 
animal  life.  Special  attention  is  given  to  the  unit  ort 
^Teeding  the  Body''  which  furnishes  a  foundation  for 
the  study  of  foods. 

In  all  cases  the  practical  science  needed  in  the 
management  of  a  household  is  selected  for  study. 

SOCIAL  STUDIES  DEPARTMENT 

This  year  the  Social  Studies  Department,  as  its 
fundamental  aim,  is  stressing  the  duties  and  privileges 
of  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Eight 
courses  are  offered  in  the  department.  In  the  freshman 
year  there  are  two  half-year  courses  :•  Civics  which  gives 
the  student  a  broad  understanding  of  his  local,  state  and 
then  national  government,  and  Occupations  which  in- 
cludes a  study  of  the  variety  of  opportunities  in  the 
world  of  work  in  order  to  help  the  student  choose  the 
work  for  which  he  is  best  fitted.  In  the  sophomore  year, 
in  the  course  in  World  History,  an  attempt  is  made  to  in- 
stil a  sense  of  appreciation  and  understanding  of  present 
events  through  a  study  of  civilization  through  the  ages. 
In  the  junior  and  senior  years,  American  History  and 
Government  give  the  student  an  understanding  of  the 
growth  of  our  country  in  order  to  interpret  the  present 
situation.  The  half-year  courses  are  Problems  of  De- 
mocracy where  the  student  is  given  a  picture  of  our 
political  and  social  heredity;  and  Current  History  where 
the  student  acquires  an  understanding  of  the  forces 
which  underlie  our  world  situation.  Two  other  half-year 
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courses  are  Sociology  which  gives  the  student  guidance 
in  the  practical  art  of  living ;  and  Economics  which  treats 
of  the  v;ay  man  earns  a  living. 

Current  events,  maps,  book  reports  and  projects 
supplement  the  text  in  all  courses. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The  high  school  has  its  own  completely  equipped 
photographic  department  consisting  of  a  dark  room  and 
a  studio.  Portraits  of  members  of  each  senior  class,  and 
pictures  of  different  activity  groups  a^e  taken  each  year 
for  use  in  the  school  annual  and  in  the  newspapers. 

This  department  has  all  of  the  necessary  equipment 
for  the  production  of  motion  pictures.  A  start  has  already 
been  made  in  the  direction  of  building  a  motion  picture 
library  of  all  important  school  activities. 

TEACHER  TRAINING 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  teachers  will  continue  their 
university  extension  and  summer  school  training  when- 
ever possible. 

GRADUATION  REQUIREMENTS 

Although  we  give  a  diplomia  to  each  graduate,  which 
differs  only  in  course  designation,  the  value  of  the  di- 
ploma varies  widely. 

Sixty-five  percent  is  the  passing  mark  and  a  pupil 
completing  eighty  points  at  that  figure  is  entitled  to  our 
diploma,  but  his  accomplishment  can  not  be  considered 
equal  to  the  pupil  in  the  college  preparatory  or  commer- 
cial course  whose  general  average  is  eighty  percent  or 
above. 

We  consider  a  mark  of  G  or  D  to  be  satisfactory 
only  when  a  pupil  is  working  to  capacity. 
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EXTKA-CURRICULA  ACTIVITIES 
The  school  offers  many  opportunities  in  extra-cur- 
ricula activities.  Twenty-two  pupils  are  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  National  Youth  Administration  Program 
which  is  assisting  worthy  and  needy  students  to  remain 
in  school  by  performing  useful  tasks  outside  of  school 
hours. 

The  extra-curricula  program  includes  many  and 
varied  clubs,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  help  develop  in 
the  individual  pupil  an  absorbing  interest  to  occupy  his 
leisure  time. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  clubs  that  have  functioned  in 
the  school  the  past  year:  The  Dramatic  Club,  Girls' 
Club,  Rifle  Club,  Magazine  Club,  Glee  Club,  Debating 
Cub,  Crimson  and  Gray  Publication,  Photography  Club, 
Club,  Arts  and  Crafts  Club,  Latin  Club,  and  Student 
Council. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  That  a  physical  education  program  should  be 
adopted  in  the  high  school.  This  might  be  accomplished 
by  employing  a  full-time  teacher  of  physical  education 
and  assigning  the  pupils  to  the  West  Street  or  Charlton 
Street  school  gym  for  these  classes. 

The  chief  aims  of  such  a  course  are  to  develop:  (a) 
good  posture;  (b)  an  interest  in  sports  for  recreational 
benefit;  (c)  a  proper  idea  of  personal  hygiene  and  care 
of  the  body ;  (d)  qualities  of  character,  good  sportsman- 
ship, love  of  fair  play,  physical  courage,  cooperative 
spirit,  self-restraint,  and  the  will  to  win. 

2.  That  in  order  to  insure  continuance  of  an  active 
instrumental  music  program  in  the  high  school,  instru- 
mental music  training  should  be  started  in  the  grades. 
At  the  present  time  no  such  program  exists  in  our  grade 
schools.  Children  with  musical  ability  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  learn  to  play  an  instrument  as  part  of  their 
grade  school  training.  It  is  impossible  to  become  an  ef- 
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ficient  instrumentalist  during-  the  brief  high  school 
period  of  four  years.  It  would  seem  advantageous,  there- 
fore, that  someone  qualified  to  teach  wind  and  stringed 
instruments  be  appointed  to  take  care  of  such  a  program 
in  the  grade  schools.  Not  only  would  a  great  number  of 
grade  school  children  benefit  by  this  program,  but  the 
high  school  instrumental  organizations  would  be  consid- 
erably increased  in  numbex-  and  efficiency. 

I 

3.  That  as  soon  as  funds  are  available,  we  start  a 
high  school  library. 

I  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Channing  H. 
Greene,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  to  each  and  every 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  and  to  the  taxpayers 
of  the  town  of  Southbridge  for  this  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent my  report  on  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School,  and  for 
their  continued  support  of  the  educational  policies  of  the 
high  school. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

JAiMES  M.  ROBERTSON, 

Principal 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 


COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

This,  my  tenth  annual  report,  is  intended  to  sum- 
marize the  important  points  of  progress  and  service  of 
this  institution  since  1931.  Its  progress  will  be  explained 
under  the  headings  of  ''Growth"  and  ''Economy,"  while 
its  service  will  be  revealed  under  the  heading  of  "Train- 
ed for  Employment." 


In  1931,  the  training  program  was  confined  to  a 
part-time  cooperative  schedule.  A  Day  Trade  program 
was  added  in  1932,  and  in  1934,  another  program  known 
as  a  General  Vocational  Course  was  added.  The  purpose 
of  these  added  programs  was  fourfold:  (1)  to  make 
vocational  guidance  more  effective;  (2)  to  make  train- 
ing facilities  available  to  more  boys;  (3)  to  give  voca- 
tional training  to  those  who  are  unable  to  meet  gradu- 
ate requirements;  (4)  to  continue  to  provide  vocational 
training  opportunity  for  younger  boys  when  the  growing 
trend  was  to  raise  the  entrance  age. 

The  following  chart  briefly  reveals  the  growth  in 
students  and  personnel : 

Year        Part-time    Day  Trade     Vocational  Students  Instructors 
Cooperative  General    Total  No.     No.  of 


GROWTH 


1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 


171 
127 
74 
89 
86 
99 
122 
117 
135 
194 


50 
114 
100 
72 
64 
70 
159 
65 
22 


48 
60 
69 
78 
94 
188 
216 


171 
177 
188 
237 
218 
232 
270 
370 
388 
432 


9 
7 
8 
9 
10 
9 
10 
11 
11 
16 
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ECONOMY 

As  increased  use  of  school  facilities  was  effected 
and  better  technique  in  teaching,  supervision,  and  man- 
agement was  made  possible,  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the 
unit  cost  of  training  resulted.  The  important  factor  in 
the  administration  of  policies  and  practices  is  the  free- 
dom and  latitude  given  the  director,  instructors,  and 
students  in  conducting  their  responsibilities. 

There  arises  from  time  to  time  a  question  in  the 
minds  of  some  citizens  as  to  the  economy  of  training 
students  from  other  towns.  A  study  of  chart  No.  2  will 
reveal  that  whereas  the  taxpayers  of  Southbridge  pay 
less  than  one-third  the  total  cost  of  operating  the 
school,  more  than  two-thirds  of  its  students  are  local 
residents. 


CO 

1*^ 

CO 

to 

to 

to 

to 

I-' 

cr> 

o 

to 

cn 

cn 

CO 

OS 

00 

to 

o 

Ol 

^3 

cn 

CO 

CO 

tN5 

to 

1— ^ 

1—' 

1— ' 

1— ^ 

to 

CO 

oo 

CO 

to 

oo 

05 

—J 

to 

o 

00 

CO 

C5 

CO 

>^ 

CO 

CO 

oo 

05 

00 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

00 

H* 

M 

o 

oo 

—J 

•^1 

[  ■ 

»^ 

cn 

CO 

cn 

4^ 

to 

1— i 

CO 

CO 

to 

o 

00 

1—1. 

CO 

00 

o 

4^ 

00 

to 

CO 

oo 

Oi 

CO 

00 

cn 

-a 

00 

CO 

^ 

>^ 

2^ 

al 

CO 

LO 

CO 

to 

to 

to 

-J 

CO 

CO 

-4 

cri 

~C1 

00 

cn 

cn 

4^ 

-<l 

00 

cn 

00 

00 

CO 

CO 

oo 

to 

to 

CO 

^ 

CO 

CO 

o 

I—' 

4:^ 

0 

00 

CO 

cr> 

CO 

0 

cn 

to 

00 

h-' 

th 

C3 

OJ 

CO 

CO 

to 

1— ^ 

to 

1—^ 

cn 

->o 

o 

oo 

-<J 

cn 

00 

[  , 

to 

CO 

b 

to 

o 

CO 

oo 

to 

CO 

CO 

00 

to 

CO 

cn 

VI 

oo 

00 

-3 

CO 

00 

CO 

CD 

to 

CO 

»^ 

0 

to 

to 

00 

cn 

—1 

CO 

^ 

CO 

00 

CO 

-<1 

Oi 

'CO 

o 

CO 

0 

cn 

to 

to 

o 

CO 

cn 

4^ 

^ 

o 

cn 

to 

cn 

0 

00 

to 

on 

b 

CO 

b 

bo 

CO 

o 

00 

to 

to 

to 

00 

CO 

cn 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

o 

o 

to 

CO 

to 

-J 

cn 

o 

CO 

CO 

to 

oo 

00 

0 

o 

CO 

o 

bo 

CO 

to 

CO 

CO 

CO 

>^ 

CO 

cn 

cn 

l-l 

t-l 

to 

^^ 

l-l 

oo 

oo 

o 

cn 

0 

00 

cn 

to 

to 

?^ 

9^ 

?° 

CO 

to 

o 

4^ 

Oi 

^ 

o 

CO 

I-' 

h-A 

cn 

00 

00 

0 

0 

c> 

to 

CO 

-J 

CO 

00 

to 

-a 

CO 

cn 

CO 

to 

4i. 

cn 

o 

■CO 

VX 

CT 

l-l 

CO 

t-* 

CO 

H-i 

M 

M 

CO 

•t-l 

00 

H-i 

00 

00 

cn 

CO 

CO 

CO 

oo 

!-»• 

00 

!-«• 

00 

as 

tS3 

to 

to 

(-«■ 

(-1 

H* 

(-^ 

O 

o 

o 

CO 

OS 

CO 

to 

O 

o 

o 

b 

bi 

oo 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

0 

g2  a-  ?  ^  ^ 

g-  -  CD 


C2 

Oft? 
^r  CP 


50 


TRAINED  FOR  EMPLOYIMENT 
Public  recog-nition  of  the  sei-vice  that  Trade  Schools 
throughout  the  nation  render  its  youth  has  increased, 
g-reatly  in  the  last  ten  years.  Perhaps  the  outstanding 
reason  is  that,  to  a  reasonable  degree,  they  have  accom- 
plished their  main  objective — to  train  youth  for  imme- 
diate employment. 

Although  the  following  records  show  to  what  extent 
this  school  has  trained  its  graduates  for  immediate  em- 
ployment, there  are  three  to  four  times  as  many  boys 
v/ho  received  training  and  found  immediate  employment 
before  completing  the  requirements  for  graduate  credit. 
This  phase  of  the  school's  serv^ice  has  proved  to  be  of 
imjportance  to  the  welfare  of  this  community. 

GRADUATE  AiND  PLACEMENT  RECORD 

Percent  Average 

Placed  Initial  Wages 

Number     South-       State  South-  State 

Year                GraduaieS  bridge    Average  bridge 

1926-39  inc.  216  95.8  6273  $16.24  $16.42 
1940  31      100  20.00 

VALUE  RECEIVED 
The  growth,  economy  of  operation,  and  placement 
of  graduates  are  the  records  of  this  school.  However,  the 
values  accruing  from  the  policies  and  practices  govern- 
ing the  training  of  its  students  are  determined  else- 
where. Employers  hold  the  yard  stick  which  measures 
trainee  performance;  the  taxpayers  hold  the  purse 
strings,  while  social  welfare  records  show  to  what  extent 
the  youth  of  a  community  are  neglected  by  their  citizens 
in  education,  training,  and  employment.  Many  employers 
seek  the  services  of  our  graduates.  The  taxpayers  have 
adequately  paid  for  the  operation  of  the  school.  The  so- 
cial welfare  records  show  that  few  young  people  of 
Southbridge  have  had  need  for  the  Federal  services  of 
the  W.  P.  A.,  N.  Y.  A.,  or  C.  C.  C.  The  Robert  H.  Cole 
Trade  School  must  be  one  of  the  many  local  institutions 
which  make  such  records  a  compliment  to  our  citizens. 

REMINISCENCE 
In  looking  back  over  the  ten-year  period,  I  see  cer- 
tain factors  which  seem  to  be  fundamental  to  the  educa^ 


tion  and  adjustment  of  youth.  One  set  concerns  itself 
with  the  administration  of  an  educational  program,  and 
the  other  set  concerns  itself  with  citizens'  responsibD- 
ities;  and  to  the  extent  both  sets  of  factors  are  applie4, 
responsible  citizens  are  trained  to  cope  with  the  exi- 
gencies of  life. 

The  first  set  must  be  consistently  practiced  % 
trainees  from  the  start  to  the  completion  of  their  course, 
and  results  related  to  common  standards  of  conduct  and 
understanding  at  the  time  each  assignment  is  completed 
They  are  (1)  doing  many  jobs  well;  (2)  striving  to  meet 
time  limits;  (3)  working  for  interest  of  others. 

These  factors  conscientiously  applied  in  a  vocation^ 
training  program  can  produce  an  environment  of  ma^ 
chines,  material,  and  people  where  one  loarns  through 
many  sacrifices  to  understand  their  modern  relationshipe 
as  exemplified  in  modern  industries. 

The  second  set  of  factors  must  exist  in  order  for  the 
first  set  to  be  effective.  They  are  two  in  number: 

1.  Citizens  must  put  into  their  schools  the  kind  of 
activities  which  will  challenge  the  interests  and 
abilities  of  all  students. 

2.  Citizens  must  accept  the  responsibihty  of  reg- 
ularly and  systematically  giving  some  form  oi 
recognition  to  youth  achievement  in  those  ac- 
tivities which  have  been  provided. 

These  human-development  and  habit-training  fuii- 
damentals  you  will  recognize  as  not  new  but  the  same 
ones  which  made  responsible  men  of  pioneer  days.  Be- 
cause of  the  changes  which  have  deprived  most  boys  of 
the  work  opportunities  that  they  once  had  out  of  school 
hours  and  which  were  valuable  in  giving  thom  a  balanced 
education,  it  is  now  necessary  that  similar  work  habits 
be  established  in  an  organized  school  program.  This  has 
been  done  in  Southbridge  to  a  marked  degree.  I  am  very 
grateful  for  the  help  received  by  you,  the  School  Commit- 
tee, the  State  Board  of  Education,  local  industrial  leaders^ 
and  citizens. 

1939-40 

The  records  will  show  an  increasing  demand  tor 
vocational  training.  The  ''waiting  list"  has  also  increased 
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beyond  any  possibility  of  caring  for  their  needs.  All  ap- 
plicants from  Southbridge,  however,  have  been  called. 

The  annual  statistics  relating  to  student  member- 
ship, transfers,  and  graduates  follow: 

Coop.  Day  Total 

In  school  at  end  of  year                      102  144  246 

Graduated                                           31  —  — 

Certificated                                          —  —  — 

Entering  industry  trained  for  ....        1  41  42 

Entering  other  occupations                    —  61  61 

Unfitted  for  trade  subjects                     3  8  11 

Keturned  to  grammar  or  high  school      1  10  11 

Left  because  of  illness                           4  6  10 

Left  town                                           —  3  3 

Transferred  to  Coop.  School                 —  43  43 

Total  membership  for  year  1940  ...    142  316  458 

Enrolled  during  year                           44  174  218 

The  1940  Graduates  are  as  f oltows : 

FACTORY  MAINTENANCE 
William  Howard  Bennett  Theodore  John  Stypulkowski 
Peter  Czyzewski  Walter  Stanley  Chmielewicz 

Maurice  Edmond  Richard  Norman  George  Patenaude 

DRAFTING 

Peter  Paul  Choinski  James  Edward  Kelly 

CABINET 
Fred  Joseph  Hwalek 
MACHINISTS 
Arthur  Joseph  Dziembow^ski  Clesson  Albert  Robbins 
Daniel  Francis  Egan  Stanley  John  Welk 

James  Timothy  Egan  Ignac  Stanley  Zaszycki 

Lionel  Galipeau  Gerard  Raphael  Guillet 

Paul  Fraiicis  Crewry  Zenas  Richard  Henley 

James  Joseph  Kacavich        Victor  Pickui 
Joseph  Flank  Lesniewski     Louis  Prunier 
Joseph  Lempicki  Anthony  Joseph  Mikolajak 

Alfred  Carl  Redlitz  William  Ciabaszewski 

Alfred  Benjamin  Travinski 
PRINTING 

Joseph  Walter  Lehonczak  Charles  Edgar  Troy 
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EVENING  TRADE  EXTENSION 
There  was  also  an  increased  demand  for  machine 
shop  practice  much  in  excess  of  our  facihties.  The  sub- 
jects conducted  with  the  number  of  enroliees  are  stated 
as  follows: 

Courses  Membership 

Architectural  Drafting  13 
Mechanical  Drafting  21 
Applied  Mathematics  20 
Cabinet  and  Patternmaking  15 
Machine  Shop  Practice  28 
Toolmaking  18 
Gasoline  Engine  Repair  11 

126 

CIVILIAN  CONSERVATION  CORPS 
At  the  close  of  the  evening  school  last  March,  75 
young  men  from  Camp  No.  1199  East  Douglas  were 
privileged  to  avail  themselves  of  the  school  facilities  in 
the  following  subjects: 

Courses  Membership 
Automobile  14 
Cabinet  14 
Drafting  13 
Machine  .  20 

Sheetmetal  15 

76 

This  was  a  very  satisfactory  service  and  I  would 
recommend  its  continuance  if  it  is  desired.  The  average 
attendance  was  98 /<  . 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE  TRAINING 
The  machine  tool  equipment  acquired  from  the 
Springfield  Arsenal  was  set  up  and  in  operative  condi- 
tion when  the  need  came  to  establish  the  National  De- 
fense Training  program,  July  8,  1940.  A  request  by  the 
local  National  Defense  Committee  to  set  up  a  prograni 
in  Machine  Tool  Operation  and  Sheet  Plate  Fabricating 
was  approved  by  the  School  Com.tmittee,  State  Board  of 
Education,  and  the  Federal  Office  of  Education,  Ninety 
men  were  enrolled  for  a  period  of  eight  weeks.  A  double 
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shift  was  conducted  in  the  Machine  Shop.  The  hours 
were  6:00  A.  M.  to  2:30  P.  M.  and  from  3:00  P.  M.  to 
11:30  P.  M. 

At  the  beginning  of  regular  school  sessions,  Septem- 
ber 4,  the  National  Defense  Classes  were  continued  on 
a  night  schedule.  The  hours  were  from  11:00  P.  M.  to 
7:30  A.  M.  The  Machine  Course  was  reduced  to  one  class 
of  30  trainees  and  was  conducted  in  the  Trade  School. 
The  Sheet  Plate  course  consisted  of  the  layout  and  weld- 
ing classes.  The  former  was  conducted  in  the  General 
Metal  shop  in  the  High  School,  and  the  latter  in  the 
vacant  Russell-Harrington  Factory  on  Marcy  Street. 

The  trainees  were  unemployed  men  from  the  W.  P. 
A.  and  Massachusetts  unemploymtent  lists.  Three  hun- 
dred were  interviewed  and  tested.  One  hundred  fifty- 
two  were  given  training.  Forty-seven  have  been  placed 
m  employment.  Fifty-seven  are  now  in  training. 

The  total  cost  of  this  program  was  borne  by  the 
Government.  It  amounted  to  approximately  $15,000.  The 
aarnings  of  those  placed  in  employment  within  a  three 
months'  period,  will  equal  the  cost  of  this  program  con- 
ducted over  a  five  months'  period.  The  training  cost  is 
ten  dollars  per  week  per  man. 

Age  range  of  trainees    18  to  57 

Average  age  of  trainees   30 

Average  schooling  of  trainees  ....  8th  grade 

Average  training  period    10  weeks 

Ratio  of  placements  to  enrollees    1  to  3 

Number  discharged  after  placement  ....  none 
Percentage  of  placements  local  residents  62% 
Percentage  of  placements  from  W.  P.  A.  45% 
Percentage  of  placements  in  local  industries  47  % 

Our  equipment  situation  is  very  critical.  It  is  now 
rieduced  to  a  stage  where  elemental  training  only  can  be 
given.  Both  the  supplementary  and  trade  extension  tool- 
xaaking  classes  have  been  closed.  The  reason  is  lack  of 
interest  in  working  with  inadequate  equipment.  We 
«annot  satisfy  the  numerous  demands  for  up-grading 
toolmakers.  We  have  demonstrated  what  can  be  done 
for  youth  and  adults.  If  such  service  is  continued,  our 
forty-  and  fifty-year  old  equipment  must  be  replaced. 
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r  I  submit  one  recommendation.  It  is,  that  the  School 
Board  name  a  committee  to  study  our  needs  and  plan 
a  course  of  action  to  suit  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  MORRELL, 

Director  j 

  { 

Report  of  the  Director  j 
SOUTHBRIBGE  CONTINUATION  SCHOOL  i 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

At  your  request,  I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the 
Girls'  Division  of  the  Continuation  School  for  the  year 
beginning  September  6,  1939  and  ending  June  21,  1940. 

In  all  there  were  eighteen  girls  enrolled.  Three  were 
between  fourteen  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  fifteen 
were  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  years. 

School  was  in  session  Wednesday  afternoons  from 
•one  o'clock  till  five.  The  time  was  divided  equally  be- 
tween Household  Arts  and  Academic  Subjects  as  in  the. 
past. 

Miss  Alice  Walters  was  in  charge  of  Household  Arts 
classes  and,  in  the  foods  courses,  taught  the  preparation 
and  serving  of  foods  which  includes  the  marketing  and 
storage  of  the  same.  Ten  weeks  were  devoted  to  a 
"breakfast"  unit,  and  ten  to  a  "luncheon"  unit  in  which 
the  girls  were  truly  interested  and  did  good  work. 

In  the  clothing  courses  Miss  Walters  taught  the 
girls  how  to  remodel  garments  as  well  as  to  make  new, 
and  gave  helpful  suggestions  in  the  planning  and  choice 
of  suitable  clothes  for  the  girl. 

Because  all  of  the  girls  are  engaged  in  housework, 
either  in  their  own  homes  as  mothers'  helpers  or  as 
assistants  in  the  homes  of  others,  we  endeavored  to  give 
them  definite  help  so  that  they  might  improve  their 
work  by  developing  habits  of  self-reliance,  dependability, 
.thoroughness,  and  cheerfulness. 
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The  academic  subjects  include  English,  arithmetic^ . 
civics,  and  hygiene.  These  are  planned  to  meet  the  im- 
mediate needs  of  the  individual.  English,  both  oral  and 
written,  is  aimed  at  the  correction  of  faultj^  language  and 
to  the  formation  of  good  habits  of  self  expression,  while 
arithmetic  was  planned  to  facilitate  the  use  of  funda- 
mental processes  in  every-day  life  situations. 

The  demand  for  our  girls  is  always  greater  than  the 
supply,  and  this  year  was  no  exception.  It  is  very  evident 
that  more  and  more  girls  are  taking  the  advantages  of- 
fered by  a  longer  stay  in  the  regular  day  schools.  The 
new  laws  regulating  the  employment  of  persons  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  have  also  contributed  toward  longer 
attendance  in  High  School  and  niade  our  enrollment 
smaller. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LAURA  B.  DESMARAIS, 

Director 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  year  end- 
ing January  1,  1941: 

Physical  examination  of  children  of  Elementary  and 
High  School  grades  disclosed  the  following  results : 
A — Elementary  Grades 
School  Marcy    West    River  Charlton  Eastford. 


Street 

street 

Street 

Street 

Rd. 

No.  Examined 

168 

158 

145 

322 

220 

Free  of  Defects 

84 

124 

79 

126 

133 

Throat  Defects 

28 

28 

15 

49 

26 

Teeth  Defects 

21 

21 

32 

69 

31 

Nose  Defects 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

Eye  Defects 

2 

1 

0 

4 

5 

Ear  Defects 

2 

2 

3 

8 

2 

Skin  Defects 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Scalp  Defects 

4 

3 

5 

6 

4 

Posture  Defects 

3 

4 

2 

8 

2 

Nutrition  Defects 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Gland  Defects 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Chest  Defects 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Heart  Defects 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

B — High  School  Grades 


Grade  Freshmen 

Sophomores 

Juniors 

Seniors 

No.  Examined 

76 

66 

41 

48 

Free  of  Defects 

55 

47 

19 

18 

Defective 

Teeth 

10 

7 

4 

8* 

Throat 

5 

10 

4 

4 

Nose 

1 

8 

4 

3 

Posture 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Ears 

5 

2 

0 

0 

Skin 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Feet  &  Spine  1 

1 

1 

0 

Heart 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Defective  teeth  and  throats  appear  to  be  the  out- 
standing blots  on  our  record.  However,  the  general 
health  of  the  children  is  found  to  be  at  a  high  standard. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  a  hearty  response  on  the  part  of 
the  parents  in  the  remedying  of  the  defects  as  they  are 
called  to  their  attention. 

Hygienic  and  sanitary  conditions  at  the  various 
schools  are  found  to  be  most  satisfactory.  Health  inspec- 
tions by  the  teachers  have  been  most  helpful  in  promot- 
ing the  physical  welfare  of  the  pupils  and  in  eliminating 
hazards  to  the  general  state  of  health  in  our  schools. 

This  is  my  opportunity  to  express  to  the  School 
Committee,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  various 
Principals,  r.s  w^ell  as  the  Teachers,  my  appreciation  for 
their  ready  cooperation  in  the  maintenance  of  the  good 
health  enjoyed  by  our  children. 

To  the  School  Nurse,  I  also  express  my  gratitude  for 
her  kind  and  ever  helpful  assistance  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  physical  well-being  of  the  school  children, 
WILLIAM  E.  LANGEVIN,  M.  D. 

School  Physician 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOlL  NURSE 
The  following  is  a  report  of  the  health  work  done 
in  the  schools  during  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and 
forty. 

We  have  been  most  fortunate,  during  the  year,  in 
the  smiall  number  of  contagious  diseases  among  our  pu- 
pils. None  were  of  a  serious  nature. 
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The  physical  examinations — weighing  and  measur- 
ing, the  dental  clinic,  pre-school  clinic,  the  examination 
of  retarded  children,  serving  of  milk  lunches,  and  the 
other  routine  work  was  carried  on  as  usual. 

With  ever-shifting  situations,  education  for  health, 
as  well  as  other  subjects  must  continue  through  life.  The 
weighing  and  measuring  of  children  is  an  example  of  a 
change  that  has  come  about  in  the  last  few  years.  We 
no  longer  speak  of  a  child  as  being  underweight,  but  as 
not  having  made  a  steady  gain  in  weight.  This  is  a  com- 
parison with  himself  rather  than  some  one  else.  The  rate 
of  gain  is  of  more  significance  than  the  height,  weight, 
or  age  relationship. 

PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
As  personal  hygiene  plays  a  large  part  in  our 
school  health  program,  we  cannot  allow  methods,  used 
to  stimulate  interest,  to  become  monotonous.  Our  teach- 
ers are  ever  on  the  alert  to  find  new  ways  and  means,  for 
they  well  know  that  the  boy  or  girl  who  takes  pride  in 
personal  cleanliness  is  in  most  cases  the  one  who  is 
proud  of  other  accomplishments.  To  the  teachers,  then, 
goes  much  credit  for  the  success  of  our  health  program. 

PHYSICAL  EXAMINATIONS 
Dr.  Eccleston  examined  the  girls  in  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  as  well  as  those  in  the  high  school.  Dr. 
Langevin  examined  the  boys  in  the  above  grades;  also 
boys  and  girls  in  the  lower  grades.  While  time  does  not 
permit  a  stripped-to-the-waist  examination  of  all  pupils, 
this  was  done  in  the  high  school  with  much  satisfaction. 

DENTAL  CLINIC 
The  Board  of  Health  Dental  Clinic,  which  functions 
for  the  care  of  the  teeth  of  pupils  in  the  first  four  grades, 
is  doing  much  good.  However,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  Board  was  obliged  to  curtail  on  the  work;  and,  as  a 
result,  during  the  last  two  years,  only  the  first  three 
grades  could  be  taken  care  of. 

WEBTBORO  STATE  CLINIC 
Fifteen  pupils  of  the  retarded  group  were  referred 
to  this  department  for  vision  defects.  Of  these,  two  had 
left  school  before  a  report  was  submitted  to  us.  Parents 
of  those  remaining  in  school  were  visited  and  advised  of 
the  doctor's  recommendations,  with  the  following  re- 
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suits:  One  was  taken  care  of  by  the.  Family  Oculist. 
Parents  of  one  refused  co-operation.  All  others  had  eyes 
examined,  and  glasses  provided  when  found  needed,  by 
Optometrists  Hanson  and  Di  Bonaventura.  We  are  grate- 
ful to  these  two  men  for  this  work  as  well  as  for  that 
done  for  other  pupils  in  our  schools. 

We  wish  at  this  time  to  acknowledge  aid  received 
from  the  following  welfare  organizations:  Lions  Club, 
Daughters  of  Isabella,  Salvation  Army  Fund,  the  above 
organizations  financing  corrections  of  defects  for  sev- 
eral needy  cases.  We  are  also  grateful  to  the  members  of 
the  Southbrid^e  Democratic  Club  who  made  it  possible* 
for  us  to  serve  milk  lunches  to  needy  and  under-nour- 
ished children. 

AUDIOMETER  TEST 
Early  in  the  school  year,  all  pupils  in  the  schools 
were  given  a  hearing  test  with  our  new  Maico  Audiome- 
ter. The  results  are  as  follows: 

Schools       No.  Tested  No.  Found  with  Hearing  Loss 


Mary  E.  Wells  H.  S. 

618 

13 

Marcy  Street 

212 

1 

West  Street 

198 

1 

River  Street 

146 

1 

Charlton  Street 

361 

7 

Eastford  Road 

253 

5 

General  Vocational 

68 

0 

Total 

1,856 

28 

Parents  of  children  found  with  hearing  loss  were 
visited  and  notified  of  defect,  and  they  were  asked  to 
seek  professional  advice.  I  am  glad  to  report  excellent 
cooperation  in  every  case. 

STERLING  HEALTH  CAMP 
As  the  return  from  the  sale  of  Health  Seals  in  1939 
was  larger  than  that  of  any  year  in  the  past,  we  were 
much  disappointed  when  we  were  told  that  we  were  to 
be  allowed  but  two  children  from  our  town  to  camp  this 
year. 

The  work  of  selecting  and  preparing  children  for 
camp  requires  much  detail,  as  not  all  children  are 
eligible. 
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It  sometimes  means  several  home  calls  in  order  to 
obtain  necessary  data,  parents  permission,  signatures^ 
etc.  Transportation  to  and  from  camp  must  also  be  pro- 
vided. 

Clothing  in  good  condition  has  been  left  at  the 
Nurse's  office  from  time  to  time.  This  has  been  placed 
in  homes  where  it  was  needed,  and  could  do  much  good. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WINIFRED  V.  KING,  R.  N. 


REPORT  OF  ATTENDANCE  SUPERVISOR 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  annual  report  of  the  Attendance  Supervisor  is 
hereby  presented. 

REGISTRATION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


Persons  5  years  of  age  or  over  and  under  7   364 

Persons  7  years  of  age  or  over  and  under  14  ....  1,806 
Persons  14  years  of  age  or  over  and  under  16  .  .  597 
Number  of  pupils  investigated  for  absences  due 
to  illness,  truancy,  lack  of  clothing,  con- 
tagious diseases,  or  other  reasons   940 

Cases  investigated  for  home  permits    4 

Cases  of  persistent  tardiness    10 

Cases  of  children  working  unlawfully   2 

Follow-up  and  friendly  visits    80 

Number    of    children  assisted  with  shoes  and 

clothing    20 

Number  of  children  adjusted  in  their  school  work  75 
Number  of  children  for  whom  employment  was 

obtained    45 

Number  of  employment  certificates  16-21  literate  573 
Number  of  employment  certificates  16-21  illiter- 
ate   10 

Employment  between  14-16    6 

Home  permits    8 

News  boys'  badges  and  street  trade   3 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMERY  A.  LAVALLEE, 


Attendance  Officer 
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REPORT  ON  VISUAL  AIDS 
To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

At  the  present  time  there  are,  on  hand,  31  motion 
pictures,  36  exhibits  with  literature,  484  mounted  pic- 
tures, 112  metronoscope  rolls,  1,000  glass  slides,  and  238 
filmstrips.  During  the  past  year,  171  motion-picture 
showings  were  made. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  a  more  detailed  pic- 
ture of  the  work  done  for  the  school  year  1940-1941 : 
MOTION  PICTURES 


No.  Seeing 

Title 

Each  Film 

Carlsbad  Caverns 

1050 

Evangeline's  Haven  of  Peace 

32 

Miami  Beach  is  Calling  You 

1050 

Remember  Jimmy 

1050 

The  Green  Giant 

70 

Canadian  Rockies 

85 

Gerry  Pulls  the  Strings 

1085 

Preventing  Fires  through  Electrical  Safety  1170 

It  Might  Have  Been  You 

445 

This  Moving  World 

285 

Cormorant  Fishing 

35 

Cadet  Days 

110 

World's  Fair 

90 

Your  Town 

405 

This  Moving  World 

607 

Mobilized  for  Mercy 

350 

Keep  This  Under  your  Hood 

60 

Drinking  Health 

305 

Safety 

85 

Boulder  Dam 

220 

Army — Big  Guns 

80 

Mountains  and  Marble 

255 

The  Voice  of  Business 

230 

Finding  your  Life  Work 

85 

Meat  and  Romance 

1S5 

Yellowstone  National  Park 

455 

Bryce  National  Park 

360 

Glacier  National  Park 

360 

Luray  Caverns 

295 

Trees  and  Men 

80 

Safety  Glass  t 

295 
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VISUAL  AIDS  USED 
AND 

TEACHER  OR  PLACE  ASSIGNED 


HIGH  SCHOOL 


Motion  Pictures 

Mr.  Kyrios 
Mr.  Dion 
Miss  Drake 
Miss  Plaiite 
Study  Hall 
Miss  Corbin 
Mr.  Hall 
Miss  Tait 
Assembly 


Showings 

44 
32 
23 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Filmstrips 

Mr.  Dion  79 

Miss  Tait  12 

Mr.  Paraghamian  1 

Miss  Drake  4 

Lantern  Slide  Projector 

Mr.  Dion  12 

Miss  Tait  9 
Miss  Hong 

(student)  24 


Exhibits  with 
Literature 

Mr.  Dion 

Miss  Tait 

Students 
Mounted  Pictures 

Miss  Roper 

Students 
Metronoscope  Rolls 

Miss  Fitch 
Glass  Slides 

Mr.  Dion 

Miss  Tait 
Opaque  Projector 

Mr.  Dion 

Mr.  Earls 

Miss  Tait 
Films  trip  Projector 

Mr.  Dion 

Mr.  Paraghamian 

Miss  Drake 

Miss  Tait 


Showings 
18 
5 

3 

27 
24 


225 
150 

3 
3 
5 

63 
1 
5 

12 


RIVER  STREET 


Mounted  Pictures 

Mrs.  Beaudreau  20 
Mr.  Mclnnerny  36 

Filmstrips  Showing 
Mrs.  Beaudreau  36 
Miss  Sousa  5 
Mr.  Mclnnerny  3 

Literature 

Mr.  Mclnnerny 

16  booklets  on  health 


Metronoscope  Rolls 


Miss  Randall 
Mrs.  Beaudreau 
Glass  Slides 
Mrs.  Beaudreau 
Mr.  Mclnnerny 


Showing 

18 
2 

150 
25 


Filmstrips 

Miss  Carey 
Miss  D.  Claflin 


WEST  STREET 

Metronoscope  Rolls 

4  Miss  Brodeur 

3 
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CHARLTON  STREET 
Mounted  Pictures  Exhibits  and  Information 


Miss  Callahan 

216 

Miss  Callahan 

5 

Filmstrips 

Glass  Slides 

Miss  Callahan 

19 

Miss  Callahan 

150 

Mr.  Potter 

6 

Miss  D.  Claflin 

50 

Miss  D.  Claflin 

4 

Miss  S.  Claflin 

4 

EASTFORD  ROAD 

Filmstrips 

Exhibits  and  Information 

Miss  Morrill 

6 

Miss  Foley 

1 

Miss  L'Ecuyer 

2 

Metronoscope  Rolls 

Mounted  Pictures 

Mrs.  Campbell 

13 

Mrs.  Canipbell 

54 

Miss  Morrill 

5 

Miss  Morrill 

27 

Miss.  L'Ecuyer 

5 

Miss  Foley 

1 

MARCY 

STREET 

Eixhibits  and  Information 

Filmstrips 

Showing 

Showing 

Mrs.  Cook 

34 

Mrs.  Campbell 

4 

Mrs.  Campbell 

16 

Metronoscope  Rolls 

Glass  Slides 

Mrs.  Cook 

3 

Mrs.  Cook 

125 

Mounted  Pictures 

Mrs.  Campbell 

100 

Mrs.  Campbell 

42 

Opaque  Projector 

Mrs.  Cook 

38 

Mrs.  Campbell 

4 

Respectfully  submitted, 

^  RAOUL  O.  LATAILLE 


REPORT  OF  PLAYGROUND  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge : 

The  following  information  is  not  a  part  of  the  school 
report,  but  we  think  that  the  voters  of  the  Towti  are  en- 
titled to  know  what  the  results  of  the  1940  playgrounds 
were.  At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  March  11,  1940, 
Article  29  of  the  Town  Warrant  is  quoted  as  follows: 

^'Article  29.  To  see  if  the  Tow^n  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars 
($2,000.00)  to  establish  and  maintain  public  playgrounds 
under  the  control  of  the  School  Committee,  or  act  any- 
thing thereon. 

Article  29.  Recommendation: — Voted  that  the  Town 
establish  and  maintain  pubHc  playgrounds  under  the 
control  of  the  School  Committee,  and  that  the  sum  of 
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$2,000.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  from  the  tax  levy 
of  1940." 

Last  summer  for  the  first  time  in  several  years  in 
Southbridge,  the  operation  of  summer  playgrounds  was 
financed  by  the  town. 

Pictures  of  playground  activities  were  taken  and 
have  been  shown  to  several  adult  and  pupil  groups,  and 
the  impression  seems  to  have  been  very  favorable. 

Playgrounds  were  conducted  at  the  Eastford  Road, 
West  Street,  Charlton  Street  schools,  and  at  the  Dresser 
Street  playground. 

The  total  enrollment  was  1,615  pupils  with  four  su- 
pervisors and  thirteen  assistants  employed.  The  total 
cost  of  playgrounds  was  $1,996.64,  which  meant  an 
average  cost  of  $1.24  per  pupil  for  150  hours  of  super- 
vised play.  Only  one  minor  accident  was  reported,  and 
this  indicates  careful  and  complete  supervision. 

A  weekly  staff  meeting  was  held  to  review  events 
of  the  week,  and  to  plan  inter-playground  competition 
for  the  week  to  come. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  considerable  equipment 
available  at  the  three  new  schools,  and  some  additional 
apparatus  was  purchased  for  use  at  Dresser  Street. 

The  playgrounds  were  operated  both  morning  and  af- 
ternoon, and  sessions  were  set  so  that  there  was  no  in- 
terference with  factory  traffic.  Age  groups  served  were 
from  three  to  eighteen. 

Apparatus  and  equipment  which  was  used  is  herein 
listed:  Sandboxes,  Baby  swings.  Volley  balls.  Outdoor 
basketballs,  Softballs  and  bats,  Baseballs  and  bats,  Gym 
mats,  Basketball  backboards. 

In  addition  to  outdoor  playground  work,  gymnasium 
games,  community  singing,  arts,  crafts,  and  educational 
films  were  employed  on  rainy  days. 

We  feel  that  the  playgrounds  served  a  good  purpose 
in  providing  safe  play,  in  keeping  children  off  the 
streets,  and  in  developing  good  healthy  rivalry  on  home 
playgrounds  as  well  as  for  intra-mural  activities.  We. 
hope  they  will  be  continued  in  1941. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERNEST  BOYER 
Secretary  Playground  Committee 


